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PARTY AND STATE 


REMOVAL OF FACTIONAL PARTY LEADERS URGED 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 26 Jul 79 p 1 


/Article by Gan_Cheng /1626 1004/: "Pactionalism Is an Archenemy of the Four 
Modernizations"/ 


/Excerpts/ When the “gang of four" was jn power, an old cadre who originally 
was in charge of leadership in a certain wit was arbitrarily lableled a 
“renegade” and was subjected to auch hardship. Two years ago, he was reinstated, 
and again assumed leadership of this unit. He did not haggle over his own 
individual grievances, but rather was concerned about the thoughts of the 
comrades who had attacked hia. So, he successively visited them one by one, 
asking them not to let the memory of past events obstruct unity and affect 

work. At the same time, he also sought out those comrades who previously 
supported him to chat with them, hoping they would all make strict demands of hia, 
offer criticism and help him overcome his defects and mistakes. Because he 

was broadminded and tried to work together with his comrades, this unit which 

in the past few years was a group which had split into two factions due 

to “fault-finding” for some and “vouching" for others, now was able to 

eliminate factionalism and strengthen its unity, so that it was able to do 

its work well. It thus became a model for overcoming factionalism and received 
frequent praise from the higher authorities. However, it is now reported 

that recently in conferring awards and selecting cadres, some individuals 

again have stirred up factionalism, saying the leaders are “favoring some 

over others” and are “partial”, thereby causing personnel friction and making 

it again difficult to do work. 


This unit's turnabout explains at least two things: First, due to repeated 
campaigns aginst it in past years the bourgeois factionalism fomented by 

Lin Biao wad the “gang of four" has become less noticeable and sharp antagonis= 
between different groups which were commonplace in the past has become rare. 
But in handling such questions as implementing policy, designating titles, 

and making selections and promotions, factionalism appears again. Second, 

the evil factionalism is like a venomous snake which winds itself around 

the cadres and causes much harna. 














Worth noting is that due to the broad masses of cadres opposing factional isn, 
it is not popular to engage in factionalism. For this reason, the “faction- 
alis@ addicts” have somewhat covered up their activities. Their special 
characteristics are to make every effort to tie together practical problems 
and historical problems, rummage through all kinds of solutions for matters 
which zerise, and cite cases which occurred many years ago, thus making 

one frustrated at every turn and unable to accomplish anything. 


If one advocates the liberation of thought, they also say that thought 

should be liberated. But they do not take the practice of the broad masses 

of the people as the criterion for testing truth. Rather, they use a 
“chronicle” of their factionalism to discuss merits and decide on correctness, 
and speak in a round-about way, wanting others to believe that their factionalisa 
has been “consistently correct.” Even in studying new si':uations and new 
problems, they use factionalism as a point of departure to engage in 

pragmatisn. 





If one atvocates the propagation of democracy, they also say letting the 
people talk is very important. However, the scope of their talk is very 
small. If the viewpoint is different, they say "For a talk not to the point, 
even half a sentence is too much.” If the viewpoint is similar to theirs, 
they chatter and chatter, and there is nothing they do not talk about. 
Within their own little circles, only a few pople participate in the “free 
market.” It is fundamentally not the democracy we need. 


if one advocates that in selecting cadres, “only the ablest should be used,” 
they also say they oppose “appointing people by favoritism.” But actually 
they often look upon people with similar viewpoints as being “perfect” and 
have nothing good to say about people with different opinions. They are close 
to some, and aloof to others. They always hope to set up their own group 
which they can “readily command,” or hope that within their group there will 
be their “own" people. Is there anything in this that is in common with our 
party cadre policy? 


_ It one advocates unity in bringing about the Four Modernizations, they pay 
lip service to using all our strength to engage in it. But actually although 
there are some people in the unit who accomplish some work, still it is a 
case of “You have your thoughts, and I have mine.” Often they shake hands 
but have nothing to say. It is like sleeping in the same bed, but having 
different dreams. They even look with great envy on the positive achievements 
‘f the comrades who have different viewpoints from their own, and spread 
isparaging remarks behind their backs, causing them to stumble. 


‘acts show that in places and units where there is strong factionalism, it 
often is attributable to the improper ideological style of individual leaders 
and cadres. This point is worth bringing to the close attention of the people. 
Since the “gang of four" was crushed over 2 years ago, a very important 

reason why there has arisen a great basic change in our country is that after 
the consolidation of the party, government, and wilitary organization, the 








leadership power is basically placed in the hands of cadres upon whos the 
people rely. Our party is a fighting body established by the advanced 
elements of the proletariat in accordance with Marxist principles and 
democratic centralism. The various levels of leading party committees form 
the central core of this body. Regarding persons with strong factionalisa 
who basically neglect Marxist principles, democratic centralism, and the 
interests of the people, is it possible for the people to trust and rely on 
them’? If we allow such persons to continue to hold power, not only will we 
be severly obstructing the unity cf the leadership groups, but also directly 
affecting the training of successors to the proletarian revolutionary cause. 
Because they consider the party's cadres as their own property, and undertake 
to select cadres train successors, and transform our party according to their 
own interests and image, we definitely cannot tolerate them. We aust firly 
conduct our affairs according to party principles, and in regard to these 
leading cadres who persist in factionalism, we must definitely see that they 
are removed. 
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COUNTER-CRITICISM ESSENTIAL FOR PROGRESS 


Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 13 Aug 79 p 3 


[Article by Deng Weizhi [6672 0251 1807] and Ding Youlin [0002 0652 7792] 
in the column “Discussion of ‘Double Hundred’ Policy”: “Encourage 
Counter-Criticisn”] 


[Excerpts] This spring we visited a flower exhibition, and at last truly 
appreciated “the blossoming of a hundred flowers." Even if there vere 
really not a hundred varieties of flowers, we were satisfied. Among the 
flowers, the most beautiful should have been che several peonies. Not so. 
As early as 1,000 years ago, Wen Tingyun considered the peony to be “the 
most striking of the sights and sounds of spring.” But then, why do 
people often say: "For all its beauty the peony needs green leaves to 
set it off"? For a long time we thought these “green leaves” referred 

to the leaves joined to the peony’s stem. This time we understood: 

these green leaves belong to another plant called "stinking green leaf." 
This plant is very foul-smelling and, therefore, insects shun it. But 
the peony, because of its fragrance and sweetness, beckons insects to 

eat it. Therefore, around the peony, this “king of flowers,” are planted 
several “stinking green leaf" plants in order to protect it from and 
repel insects. Fragrance and stench--these opposites are also a unity. 
It can be said that they bring out the best in each other. 


Nature has a “hundred flowers" and so has society. Here, hundred means 
many; in speaking of a “hundred flowers,” we naturally do not stop at 
that figure. Mathematics, physics and chemistry, literature, history 
and philosophy--each domain has many theories and schools of thought of 
its own. There are at least over 100 in cosmogony. Among the different 
schools of thought, it is hard to avoid controversy. That this is also 
true of bourgeois scholars and literati cannot be denied. For everybody, 
the phenomenon of criticism and counter-criticiem is regarded as a process 
of scientific developmert. The proletariat can consciously grasp the 
objective laws of the development of art and science. Our party put 
forward the “double hundred" policy, advocating that “in art different 
forms and styles can freely develop, and in science different schools of 
thought can freely contend.” Free development and free contention 








include criticism, and in particular mean the enr.wragement of covnter- 
criticisa. 


Not pergittirg ceounter-criticism is the big enemy of *ne “double hundred” 
policy and is an obstccle to the advancement of culture and science. 
Lecrning and science develop by criticisms and counter-criticiss. 


Naturally, there are gany aistakes gaade in counter-criticism, but they 
should be allowed expression. Even if there are mistakes, after all 
they can be “negative examples which might serve as a lessor,” because 
in the domain of learning and culture the correct and the incorrect 
exist by sutual comparison and develop by mutual struggle. If there 
were no “stinking green leaf” plant, all peonies would be eaten up by 
insects, and if there were no mistakes what is correct could not emerge. 
Therefore, even upeaking from this angle, we should not reject counter- 
criticism. Even less can we reject the fact that truth ie a process. 
“In order to judge what is correct and what is incorrect, a trial period 
is often necessary.” What you consider a mistake is not necessarily a 
mistake, and what is now considered a mistake might turn out in the 
future to not necessarily be a mistake. It cannot be denied that ve 
committed errors in the discussion of permitting counter-criticisms. But 
in this there were experiences and lessons that we should conscientiously 
sum up. 


if there is no counter-criticism and if public opinion is all the same, 
ther on the surface “ten thousand horses stand mute” and “not even a 
crow or sparrow can be heard.” But this is “after all pitiable.” Horses 
want to neigh and birds want to sing, and sooner or later “counter- 
criticism” will emerge. In his later years Copernicus published his 

“De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium,” for which he was criticized. 
Copernicus did not gake a counter-criticism. His successors Bruno and 
Galileo made the counter-criticism for his. This shows that truth can- 
not be stifled. 


Permitting counter-criticism undoubtedly includes permitting counter- 
counter-criticism. Because of this, once there is counter-criticism the 
one making the criticism turns into the one being criticized. All people 
are equal before the truth. Everybody has the right to make counter- 
counter-criticism. Didn't Marx write “Kritik der Kritischen Kritik"? 
With so much criticism, counter-criticism, and counter-counter-criticiss, 
people cannot again talk about the changing political color of “criticisa.” 
"Men are not saints, how can they be free from faults?” How can we say 
that even saints are entirely free from faults. To say there are no 
faults is unrealistic. Any person can divide one into two. In the past 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” although having “one divides into two" 
always on their lips, did not apply this principle to people, only to 
“mankind.” If was as if God had especially created a group of people to 
criticize other people, and hr? especially created a group of people to 
be criticized. This kind of classification is a typical example of 
metaphysics and idealisa. 














The key to “letting a hundred flowers blossom” is “blossom,” and the key 
to “letting a handred schools of thought contend” is “contend.” Criti- 
cism and counter-criticism are two aspects that cannot te separated. 
Criticisms requires courage, and counter-criticism todav requires even 
gteater covrage. Thr birthplace of Mao Zedong Thought should become 
fertil. «'./ fcr nurturing counter-criticism. Under the banner of Ma 
Zedong iicught, we should bravely persevere in writing in praise of 
those streggiers who make counter-criticiss, write in praise of the 
“stinking green leaf" plant that helps sustain the peony, and let the 
socialist garden of a hundred flowers become even more gorgeous and 
dazzling with beautiful £ lowers. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


PROBLEM OF ADJUSTING HINDERS REALIZATION OF FOUR MODERNI ZATIONS 
Shanghai WEN HU: BAO in Chinese 28 Jul 79 p 3 


[Article by Lin Fa [2651 4099}: "On ‘Any Departure From a Guiding Principle 
Is a Mental Shock’ ] 


[Text] Ovr nation is tow entering a new period in which the realization of 
the Four Modernizations is our central task. At this historic turning 
point, some comrades have deep misgivings, are hesitant and apparently are 
not adjusting. The reason for this lies in “any departure from a euisins 
principle is a mental shock.” Such a spiritual state is not conducive ©» 
concentrating on carrying out the four modernizations and reconstruct! 

This requires some discussion. 


In the complex movement of contradictions, there must be 4 principai 
contradiction which occupies the leading position and plays a decisive 
role. This is the meaning of “guiding principle.” If the principal 
contradiction is not grasped ano the relative importance is not dis- 
tinguished, then one cannot strive for victory in the causes of revolution 
and reconstruction. However, to seize the principal contradiction, one 
must utilize the basic principles of Maixisz and carry owt a realistic 
analysis of sociecy’s objective conditions. In 1952, Comrade Hao Zedong 
pointed out: “After the landlord class and the bureaucratic bourgeois 
class were overthrown, China's main internal contradiction was the contra- 
diction of the working class and the national bourseoisie.” This is the 
conclusion which Comrade Mao Zedong drew from an analysis of the situation 
when the socialist reform of our nation's system of ownership of the means 
of production was still not completed. At that time, the struggle betwecu 
restrictions and counter restrictions, reform and counter reform vas 

quite fierce. Making class struggle the guiding principle was undoubtedly 
correct and necessary. Later, after the socialist transformation of our 
nation's system of ownership of the means of production was basically 
completed, Comrade Mao Zedong, after making 4 penetrating analysis of the 
two essentially different contradictions and the state of class struggle 
within the country, pointed out: “The present condition is this: the 
large-scale stormy people's class struggle of revolutionary times is 
basically concluded.” Since then, after more than 20 years, what else has 











changed in the internal class condition? Actually, as a class, the landlord 
class and the rich peasant class have already beer abolished and the 
capitalist class, as a class, no longer exists. At the same time, our 
nation still has counterrevolutionary elements and all kinds of criminal 
elements seriously harming the social order. Among the people, the influ- 
ence of bourgeois and feudal ideology will last a long time yet. Precisely 
on the basis of this analysis, we must recognize that class struggle has 

not yet been concluded, but that it is no longer the principal contradiction 
of our society. In “Report on the Work of the Government," Comrade Hua 
Guofeng, in discussing the principal contradiction of the present stage, 
pointed out: "The level of the development of the productive forces of 

our nation is still very low and far from able to satisfy the needs of 

the people and the nation. To realize the Four Modernizations in this 
century and rapidly raise the level of our nation's presently very low 
productive forces to the level of modernization, and, for this, to reform 
tee parts in our nation's present productive relations and superstructure 
which are obstructing the realization of the Four Modernizations and eliminate 
all the habits anc 1fluences which are not conducive to the realization 

of the Four Modernizations is the principal contradiction our nation must 
resolve and the central work of all the people at the present stage.” 

Thus, we must shift the work emphasis to socialist modernization and 
reconstruction. 


Things change and society advances. After the principal contradiction 

of old have been resolved, we should, based on the changed situation, 
promptly and accurately seize the new principal contradictions, as our 
party did when it lead the democratic revolution. Today, socialist revolu- 
tion and reconstruction must still be carried out this way. Now we carry 
out Marxis’. analysis of the objective class conditions and class struggle 
and, on the basis of a scientific analysis, make modernization and recon- 
struction of the central task, standing firm on Marxist theory and the 
leadership of Comrade Mao Zedong. So, of one considers that only by always 
making class struggle the guiding principle is to hold it igh, that is 

i misunderstanding. But not proceeding from actual conditions, not making 
a concrete analysis, limiting specific phrases, and making the "guiding 
principle” absolute and inflexible is even more out of line with the Merxist 
attitude of following objective methods. 





Lin Biao and the "gang of four,” acting from their ambition to usurp the 
party and seize power, desired to enlarge their so-called class struggle 
into the “guiding principle" of “taking the place of everything" and 
“assaulting everything." Their so-called grasping the "guiding principle” 
was to grasp a “bourgeoisie within the party,” to install a feudal-fascist 
dictatorship over the laboring people. They basically distorted the Marxist 
theory of class struggle, altered Mao Zedong's thought, to say nothing, of 
course, about not carrying out objective Marxist analysis on actual class 
conditions or class struggle. They distorted and used the words "guiding 
principie,"” pushed the ultra-leftist line which brought disaster to the 
nation and the people, destroyed stable unity politically, disseminated an 
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ultra-leftist trend of thought ideologically, and brought the national 
economy to the brink of collapse. Today we must still continue to work to 
wipe out this pernicious influence. 


Not to make class struggle into a guiding principle is not, of course, to 
deny or even abolish it but rather to carry out class struggle, correctly 
revolving round the central task of the Four Modernizations and serving 
this central task. We must strengthen the social‘st legal system and 
effectively carry out a dictatorship of the proletariat on the small 
minority of class enemies who are destroying modernization and reconstruc- 
tion. As for the large number of contradictions among the people, the 
method of a gentle bre»ze and mild rain should be adopted according to the 
policy of unity--criticism and self-criticism—-unite, solving them through 
painstaking political and ideological work. If one considers that "no 
matter what is done, by grasping class struggle one can't go wrong,” or 
steeps himself in the enlarged concept of class struggle, with every other 
word being “the new development of class struggle," then the stable unity 
and the Four Modernizations and reconstruction will inevitably be affected. 


In short, there is neither basis nor necessity for the so-called “any departure 
from a guiding principle is a mental shock." Some of our comrades, who in 
the past have been long involved in political movements often accepted a 
political slogan without understanding the objective basis for it and with- 
out analyzing the continuously changing objective conditions; so, their 
ideology was easily solidified. The way to resolve this question is to 
conscientiously study the basic theory of Marxism, persist in the spirit of 
the Third Plenary Session of the Central Committee of the CCP llth Congress, 
study Comrade Hua Guofeng's “Report of the Work of the Governgent”™ made at 
the fifth session of the second meeting of the Ns ional People's Congress, 
and clarify the nation's internal class conditions and the problem of class 
struggle. Only in this way can one, in the process of shifting the work 
emphasis, become a sober, conscious revolutionary. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


QUESTION OF WHY THE ACCUSED ARE TO BE DEFENDED EXPLORED 
Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 11 Aug 79 p 3 


[Article by Ma Rongjie [7456 2837 2638]: Why Must There Be a Defense for 
the Accused?" ] 


[Text] As soon as accused persons in criminal cases are mentioned, there 
are people who think they are all criminals; and if they are criminals, 
they must be evil; and if they are evil, why are there still people to 
defend them at court trials? How is defending evil people not “departing 
from the correct stand” or “entering into a rivalry" with the court? 
These are the questions that people have on their minds. 


Defending the accused is a rule stipulated in our country's constitution. 
Article 41 of the constitution stipulates that "an accused person has the 
right to a defense," and newly promulgated Articles 26 and 27 of the “Law 
on Criminal Procedure" and Article 8 of the “Organic Law for People's 
Courts" both have this stipulation. The purpose of this stipulation is to 
safeguard against the infringement of a citizen's legitimate rights and 
interests; it embodies the citizen's democratic rights during the judicial 
process. 


In general, there are three types of accused p ‘sons in criminal cases. 

One type are evil people and enemies who have committed counterrevolutionary 
crimes, homicide, rape and the like. Another type are good people who have 
broken the law or committed crimes such as might occur in the line of duty, 
in injuries caused by driving neglisence, and so forth. Still another type 
are innocent people--those guiltless and good people who have been falsely 
accused or framed, These three types of accused persons must go through a 
series of litigation procedures, including investigation, indictment, trial, 
appeal and even review, before they can be distinguished. And even after 

an accused person has been tried and found guilty, it must still be deter- 
mined what offense he committed, whether the offense was serious or not, what 
laws should be applied and what punishment he should receive. We can 
neither let a evil person go free, nor wrong a good person; and even an 

evil person must receive an appropriate punishment. Only in this way can 

we deal accurate blows at our enemies and better protect the people. But 
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to do this, the public security organs, the procuratorates and the courts 
must conduct their investigative research work conscientiously and meticu- 
lously; they must “discard the dross and sclect the essential, climinate 
the false and retain the true," while at the same time insuring that "an 
accused persons has the right to a defense." 


Some people wonder why it is necessary to have an advocate to defend the 
accused when courts are able to make judgments fairly on their own. Even 
if a defense is needed, it is enough for the accused person to defend him- 
self. Why is it necessary to have ancther person defend him? Actually 
this is not true. When a person is accused of a crime, he certainly needs 
someone to conduct a defense for him. The reasons are: First, an accused 
person generally does not understand the law or is unfamiliar with it, and 
so it is very difficult for him to offer legal opinions, based on the law, 
which will prove that he is innocent, that his crime was light, or that he 
should be cleared of criminal responsibility. Second, before he has been 
tried and during the litigation process, an accused person is already under 
arrest and has lost his freedom; it is impossible for him personally to 
collect materials and evidence beneficial to his case, and ts investigate 
more of the details of the case. Even if he has not been arrested yet, 
because he is being prosecuted, it is again very difficult for him to 
investigate the details of his case broadly and deeply. Consequently, 

by relying only on himself to conduct a defense, he will surely lack 
factual evidence, and that will create great limitations. Third, an 
accused person may be subject to serious punishment; that is, it is possible 
he will be sentenced to prison or even to death. Hence, he will have all 
kinds of thoughts and worries which will seriously obstruct and influence 
him in conducting a defense. Fourth, many cases are prosecuted by the 
procuratorates and prosecutions are supported by procuratorial officers 
attending in the courtroom; in some cases, also, the accused persons are 
deaf, mute or minors. Under such circumstances, the accused person is 
obviously in a disadvantageous position if he has not commissioned an 
advocate to plead on his behalf. Thus, Article 27 of the “Law on Criminal 
Procedure" stipulates that, in regard to accused persons in such cases, 
the People's Court should designate advocates for them. 


In trying criminal cases in the courts, procuratorial officers attending 

in the courtroom should lay stress on uncovering crime, and on dealing blows 
against counterrevoiutionaries and other lawbreakers. The responsibility 
of an advocate is, according to the facts and the laws, to present materials 
and opinions which will prove that the accused is innocent or that his crime 
is light, or which will Lighten or eliminate his criminal responsibility, 
thereby protecting the legitimate rights and interests of the accused. 

Based on the plaints of the procuratorial officers, judicial officers will 
listen to the advocate's defense opinions, carry out investigative research 
and analysis, and only then make a fair judgment. Thus, the relationship 
among these three [the judicial officers, the prosecutorial officers, and 
the advocate] is both mutually cooperative and mutually restraining, the 
goal being to make proper judgments based on the facts and according to 

the law. When an advocate defends an accused person, he is not to deny 
facts or erase criminal responsibility; neither is he allowed to present 
sophistical arguments. The view that to defend an accused person is to 
"depart from the correct stand," to “enter into a rivalry" which the court, 
and so on, has no foundation. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ARDUOUS STRUGGLE TO BUILD COUNTRY URGED 
Beijing XINHUA YUEBAO in Chinese No 4, 79 pp 28-30 


{April 26 JIEFANGCHUN BAO Commentary: "Arduous Struggle Is Still 
Needed" ] 


[Text] The self-defense counterattack war on the Sino-Vietnamese border 
has demonstrated that we still have our old traditions and old workstyles, 
one of which is engaging in arduous struggles. This newspaper has re- 
ported a number of such episodes. The column we publish today, "Mother- 
land, Be Proud of Your Heroic Children," once more provides a gallant and 
beautiful portrait of the arduous, outstanding and brave preparations for 
war undertaken by the People's Liberation Army. Since these heroic epi- 
sodes can deeply touch the hearts of the people, undoubtedly they will 
have a great encouraging and educational effect on our lives. 


The great Chinese Communist Party and the great PLA under its leadership 
are well known for their ability to engage in arduous struggle. Count- 
less revolutionary martyrs sat in the enemy's prisons, thousands upon 
thousands of warriors of the people spilled blood and sacrificed them- 
selves on the battlefield, ate grass and tree bark during The Long March 
and camped on Shanghai's streets after Liberation. Each and every one 

of these scenes of the arduous struggle we engaged in can still stir and 
excite the people's hearts and spirits. Engaging in arduous struggle is 
our political essence and guarantee for carrying out the party line. 
Comrade Mao Zedong admonished the party at the end of the Democratic 
Revolution and the beginning of the Socialist Revolution and Construction, 
"The comrades must be helped to remain modest, prudent and free from arro- 
gance and rashness in their style of work. They must be helped to pre- 
serve the style of plain living and hard struggle." Now that we have 
begun a new Long March in which our army is charged with the glorious 
responsibility to insure the Four Modernizations, we greatly need to 
promote the tradition of arduous struggle. This is also precisely what 
is urged on us by the llth Party Congress, the 3rd Plenary Session of 

the Central Committee, the Military Commission's conference and the 
expanded political work conference of the PLA. The problem is that many 














factors, especially the destruction brought about by Lin Piao and the 
“gang of four,” have made some comrades forget this tradition. Accord- 
ingly, it is all the more important that we promote and expand the tra- 
dition of arduous struggle. 


Basically, continuation of arduous struggle is determined by our high 
revolutionary ideals and is required for accomplishing the great goal 

of the socialist Four Modernizations. It has been nearly 30 years since 
our country was liberated, and very great changes have taken place in 
many areas. Relying on arduous struggle by all people (minorities in- 
cluded) of the country with a shared goal and common dedication, our 
country has already been transformed from the poor and backward condi- 
tions left by the old society to the early stage of prosperity and wealth. 
However, when we think about problems and getting things done, we must not 
forget two basic conditions--overpopulation and a weak foundation. We are 
a nation of 900 million people, of which 800 million are peasants, and 
our production capabilities are not yet well developed. Our country 

is vast with little of it cultivated, only 7 percent of the total. While 
our natural resources are abundant, many have not yet been clearly inves- 
tigated, prospected or used and have not become available as actual pro- 
duction materials. Particularly in the past 10 years because of the 
destruction created by Lin Piao and the “gang of four,” our national 
economy suffered malfunctions and slid to the brink of collapse. These 
serious consequences have not yet totally faded away. What does all this 
mean? It means that we cannot avoid arduous struggle and that our Four 
Modernizations must start from the basic conditions of our nation and 
follow a Chinese way of modernization. We should be better united, spir- 
ited and vigorous, work eagerly, study and be productive. Pursuing 
arduous struggle consists, among other things, of hard work and thrift 

to overcome the various difficulties along the way and to build our 
country into a strong, modern socialist nation. 


Difficulties will arise cn ovr way toward progress. We should count on 
our revolutionary spirit of arduous struggle to triumph over then. 
Before this self-defense counterattack war, we had done our best to 
figure out which difficulties we would encounter. Yet there were some 
which escaped us. We had never encountered such diverse geographic con- 
ditions. How could we have foreseen them? Although our logistics sup- 
port services made their best efforts t provide supplies, some units 
missed a few meals because they engaged in continuing battles and deep 
penetration missions. If fighting a war was like this, would there not 
be similar difficulties in peacetime construction? Of course there 
would be. At least in the foreseeable future, it might be unavoidable 
that a flood could occur to cause damage when weather was unfavorable. 
On our various current frontlines, if each and every undertaling wants 
to achieve great success, this success will not come to all under the 
constraints of limited money and resources. Matters in the world always 
work this way. There is no success without difficulties. Difficulty 
always accompanies success, and success depends on overcoming difficulty. 
Difficuity has not only been with us and still is, but it will arise 
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again in the future. We can anticipate many difficulties, but some are 
unexpected. We should never look only at success and ignore difficulties. 
We should rather think more about difficulties than about success. Cer- 
tainly our difficulties are fundamentally different from those which 
exist in the decadent and moribund classes. For them, many difficulties 
are fatal; for us, all can be ultimately overcome. One of the reasons 
why we can always overcome difficulties is that we are under the party's 
leadership and have the spirit of arduous struggle. 


During the war years, conditions forced us to engage in arduous struggle 
because we had nothing or had little. Now that we have control of poli- 
tical power in the entire country and our party has become the ruling 
party, our cadres have varying degrees of power to distribute and allo- 
cate wealth and resources. The tendency to enjoyment and greed has 
arisen in some cadres. They have become obsessed with luxuries, devel- 
oped lazy habits, enjoy high positions and live well and have become 
selfish and seriously detached from the masses. Some others even tend 
to bypass the systems and regulations to create special privileges, 
satisfying their private desires in the name of the public, usurping them 
for personal gain. Some people do not necessarily act for their own sel- 
fish purposes, but they arbitrarily approve proposals for expenses and 
allow misuse of the nation's funds without any concern. They forget that 
they are public servants who ought to cherish every piece of silk or 
cloth that belongs to the people, and that they absolutely do not have 
the right to waste money in large amounts. Engaging in arduous struggle 
is a virtue of the communists. It is easy to keep the epirit of arduous 
struggle by a single party member or a single cadre for a period of time, 
but it is indeed not easy to maintain a lifetime habit that emphasizes 
savings, a vigorous revolutionary spirit and a spirit of gallant devotion. 
But we must do precisely this. What kind of Communist Party members and 
revolutionary cadres are we if we canno. be firm in the face of poverty 
and hardship, unyielding to the temptations of wealth and luxuries, 
unafraid of hardships and death and if we cannot be first to worry 

about our country before others and the last to enjoy things after 
others do! 


To promote arduous struggle does not mean that we should be unconcerned 
about the well-being of the masses. The purpose of our arduous struggle 
is to build our country into prosperity and strength and to raise the 
level of material and cultural life for the entire populace. Our cadres 
should be concerned about their fighters and superiors about their 
subordinates. The leaders of every military group and unit should worry 
about the various problems of their men. They ought to solve all the 
problems that need solving and are soluble. We will not permit bureau- 
cratic attitudes that show no concern for problems directly affecting 

the lives of the masses. Meanwhile, we suggest that material] and cultural 
life cannot be improved beyond the permissible limits of our economic 
conditions. We cannot even afford to meet all reasonable demands and 

can only improve gradually on the basis of our efforts to develop production. 








After production has been deveicped and the nation has sccumulated more 
wealth, it will be easier to solve many problems. If productiun does 
mot advance and wealth is not increased, it will not be possible to 
improve our livelihood. 


We gust educate military units and youth by publicizing widely the many 
episodes and individuals who engaged in arduous struggle during the self- 
defense counterattack war m the Sino-Vietnamese border. In order to edu- 
cate the youth, we must first educate the middleaged and the elderly. 
Because of the age increases and the changing physical conditions of our 
leading cadres at various levels, it would be unrealistic to make the 
same demands on them as on youth. It would be wrong to stress egalitarian- 
ism. However, to maintain an indomitable spirit, solve the people's 
problems wholeheartedly, think from the perspective of a country that 

has 900 million people, implement rigorously the financial and economic 
discipline set by the party and the nation and entertain no self-interest, 
the leading cadres should lead the way and act as models for youth. We 
must all engage in arduous struggle, carry out firmly and diligently the 
guidelines and policies of the jrd Plenary Session and devote our efforts 
to the nation's Four Mcdernizat ions. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


TACTICAL GUIDED MISSILES, THEIR ROLE IN MODERN WARFARE OUTLINED 
Beijing HANCKONG ZHISHI [AERONAUTICAL KNOWLEDGE] in Chinese Sep 78 pp 13-15 
[Article by ZOU Shengchuan [6760 4141 6898)] 


[Text] In the pitch-black night sky, an air battle between the invading 
airplanes and the air defense unit was taking place. The thunder of high- 
flying enemy planes was accompanied by the sound of bomb explosions; beams 
of search light were followed by successive flashes from anti-aircraft 
guns. In the end, the enemy planes escaped from the scene, after complet- 
ing their mission of indiscriminate bombing from a high altitude. 


This was the scenario of an air defense command defending against an inva- 
sion 20 or 30 years ago; at that time, the limited range of anti-aircraft 
guns (generally less than 14 km) was totally inadequate against high- 
altitude airplane attacks. Today, this form of air defense is obsolete; 

a modern air defense system consisting of surface-to-air missiles, inter- 
ceptor airplanes, and anti-aircraft guns has completely changed the situa- 
tion. 


Let us construct the scenario of a modern air defense battle with guided 
missiles. 


“Enemy aircraft!"--an alert was reported by our early warning radar: eight 
enemy planes flying at an altitude of 10,000 meters were approaching the 
border in two separate squadrons at a speed of Mach 2, creating an urgent 
situation. Within a short time, the targets were caught by the ground 
radar, and the ~ir defense unit entered a state of first alert; squadrons 
of interceptor airplanes equipped with air-to-air missiles immediately 
took off, ready for interception. Meanwhile, enemy planes reaching the 
border began attacking our radar bases with air-to-ground missiles; at the 
same time, they released metallic chaff and began to deploy electronic 
counter measures. To combat such acts electronically, our IFF (identifi- 
cation of friend or foe) devices were activated. As the enemy planes 
entered our air space, our interceptors were directed to the intercept 
region. 








In lightning speed, four air-to-air missiles were launched from the inter- 
ceptors. These high performance missiles, which were equipped with homing 
devices, quickly destroyed four of the invading airplanes. The remaining 
four planes dived to a very low altitude, trying to penetrate the blind 
region of our radar defense. Our radar caught the approaching missiles, 
and our computer figurec out the appropriate time for launching surface- 
to-air defensive missiles «according to radar-supplied data concerning the 
position, flying course and speed of the targets. 


“Range XX kilometers, fire!" Obeying this launch command, our missiles 
left the launcher and headed toward the target at a speed of Mach 7. The 
invading missiles were immediately destroyed. This sequence of events 
took place within 1 or 2 minutes. 


Meanwhile, the four low-flying airplanes were also hit by our PLA and 
militia jointly operated anti-aircraft guns and anti-low-flying-target 
missiles, as indicated by bright explosions across the sky. On the radar 
screen, the four bright dots suddenly disappeared, indicating total vic- 
tory against the air invasion. 


Although the above scenario is a hypothesis, it has already become a 
reality with today's technology. In large-scale modern warfare, be it on 
land, in the air or on the sea, electronic surveillance and electronic 
counter measures are used to the fullest extent and missiles are the major 


weapon. 


What is a missile? It is a high-speed controllable weapon equipped with 
its own propulsion system and guidance system. The rapid development of 
missile technology is primarily motivated by the need of modern warfare. 
From the offensive point of view, a weapon is needed which can be con- 
trolled from a base far from the intended target and be guided toward 
the target with high accuracy without being intercepted. From the de- 
fensive point of view, a weapon is needed for intercepting, with fast 
response time, subsonic or supersonic airplanes and missiles which may 
be carrying conventional or nuclear warheads; it is also needed for ef- 
fectively attacking warships, submarines, and tanks. The tactical guided 
missile was developed to fulfill these needs. 


Compared with other conventional weapons, the tactical guided missile has 
many advantages: high speed, long range, operational without pilot, hard 
to intercept, high accuracy, and great killing power. It is capable of 
attacking all ground, airborne, or seaborne targets at different ranges. 
In the following paragraphs, a comparison between the missile and the 
cannon shell will be presented: 


1. Accuracy. The trajectory of a cannon shell cannot be controlled after 
launch; it is calculated at the time of launch based on the predicted 
intercept point assuming that the target follows a straight-line course. 
Clearly, the accuracy of a cannon shell is higher if its flight time is 
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short; in other words, for a given initial velocity, the accuracy of a 
cannon shell varies inversely with the distance of the target. 


In contrast, the missile is equipped with guidance radar and homing 
sensors so that it can be guided continuously over the course of f ight 
to approach the target with high accuracy. Therefore, the dist ce of 
target has relatively little effect on accuracy as long as it is within 
the missile range. With the help of electronic counter measures, the 
probability of hitting a target can be as high as 80 to 96 percent. 


2. Speed. Upon exit from the cannon, a cannon shell has a maximum speed 
of 1,200 m/sec. Due to the effect of aerodynamic drag, the speed decreases 
continuously; its average speed varies inversely with the range. For ex- 
ample, the L-90 20 mm anti-aircraft gun has an average speed of 1,000 m/sec 
at a range of 1 km, but it drops to 550 m/sec at a range of 3 km. On the 
other hand, a missile has a smaller launch speed, and continuously accel- 
erates during flight until the engine shuts off. 


3. Range. The cannon shell is limited in range because it has no propul- 
sion systea or guidance system. To reach a target deep in enemy territory, 
bombs must be carried by an airplane. The runge of a missile however, has 
no such limitation; it is determined according to tactical considerations. 


4. Kill probability. The cannon shell kills its target by direct hit, 
but due to errors in predicting the impact point and effects of other dis- 
turbances, the hit probability of a single shell is rather low. To en- 
hance the kill probability, a large number of shells must be launched to 
provide a sufficiently high density of fire power over a given region. 

The required number of shells is proportional to the square of the target 
distance. However, generally only three tactical missiles are required 

to ensure effective kill. Because of its high accuracy and large warhead, 
the kill probability is relatively independent of target distance as long 
as it is within the missile range. 


Ever since the appearance of the Vl, V2 missiles at the end of World War 
Il, it has been regarded as the key weapon by most nations. Particularly 
in the past 20 years, significant advances in missile technology have been 
made. The development of missile technology was made possible by advances 
in electronics, automatic control techniques, and by the rapid development 
in aeronautical industry and other scientific technologies. 


First, with the advancement in metallurgical engineering, significant 
progress was made in the production of special alloy materials and in ma- 
chining techniques. A variety of ligh' weight super-alloy materials which 
can withstand high temperatures, high pressures, and high impact load had 
appeared, making it possible to build light-weight and high performance 
missile structures. Second, the rapid development of aerodynamics and 
flight mechanics provided a more accurate theoretical basis for designing 
high performance missiles; major achievements in the electronic industry, 








computer industry, and remote sensing technolngies allowed continucur 
improvements to be made in the precision, reliability, size, and weight 
of the detection system, the radar system, the launch command systen, 

and the guidance system of the missile; new discoveries in high energy 
physics, atomic energy, high power explosives, proximity fusing, and timed 
fusing significantly enhanced the kill effectiveness of the warhead; 
furthermore, the development and application of high energy propellants 
provided additional energy sources for the power plant of the aissile. 
The experience accumulated over the past 30 years in theoretical research, 
design, testing, manufacturing, and organizational management in missile 
technology created favorable conditions for developing a high performance 
missile to meet practical needs. The struggle for world power between 
the Soviet Union and the United States resulted in fierce competition be- 
tween the ‘wo countries to develop missiles. Currently, they are both 

in the process of developing third-generation or fourth-generation mis- 
siles. 
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Figure. Diagram Showing Missile Defense Against Invading Airplanes 
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A long-range missile which is designed for strategic missions and carries 
nuclear warheads is called a strategic missile. As a major component of 
the strategic force, it was the earliest missile developed. Its mission 
is to destroy enemy targets such as strategic bases, military facilities, 








political centers, transportation centers, and airplane carriers. A mis- 
sile which is used in localized air battles or sea battles (with non- 
nuclear or nuclear warheads) is called a tactical missile. Up to now, 
there have been 344 different types of tactical missiles developed; cur- 
rently, there are 170 in use and 63 under development. According to the 
launch mode, these missiles can be divided into the following categories: 
surface-to-surface missile, surface-to-air missile, air-to-air missile, 
air-to-surface missile, anti-tank missile, anti-sea vessel (including 
submarine) missile, and tactical cruise missile, etc. 


During the 1950's, the aissile producing nations included only the major 
industrialized countries such as the United States, the Soviet Union, 
Great Britain, and France. Today, however, many smaller countries such 
as Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, Egypt, and India are developing their own 
tactical missiles. In the early days, missiles were considered high tech- 
nology weapons because only a few countries equipped their military forces 
with missiles. But today, almost every country has equipped its military 
forces with tactical missiles. A wide variety of tactical missiles are 
now being used on submarines, warships, airplanes, tanks, and even by the 
foot soldier. Therefore, the quality of a nation’s tactical missile force 
can be regarded as an indicator of the degree of modernization of its na- 
tional defense. 


The evolving military requirements not only stimulate the development of 
weapons. but also com’inuously evaluate the role of individual weapons in 
modern warfare. Up to now, strategic missiles have not yet been used in 
practice, because its use would indicate the initiation of full scale war. 
However, tactical missiles have already been used many times in actual 
warfare. The importance of tactical missiles in modern warfare was fully 
demonstrated during the Vietnam war, the India-Pakistan war, and the two 
recent Middle East wars. In particular, during the 1973 Middle East war, 

a wide variety of tactical missiles were used by both sides. In a certain 
sense, this war represented a general seview of 20 years of missile devel- 
*~pment by the United States and the Soviet Union; both countries considered 
this war a test field for their new missile models. On the basis of this 
var, the battle effectiveness of tactical missiles was clearly demonstrated. 
According to foreign reports, during the 18-day battle, both sides lost 
over 2,500 tanks, 50 percent of which were destroyed by anti-tank missiles. 
Of the mure than 480 aircraft lost by both sides, Ierael lost 120 airplanes, 
80 percent of which were shot down by Egyptian surface-to-air missiles. 
Egypt on the other hand, lost more than 360 airplanes, most of which were 
shot down by air-to-air missiles during air combat. This war also involved 
sea battles between missile carrying warships, during which eight Egyptian 
vessels were sunk by Israeli ship-to-ship missiles. 


The result of this war clearly demonstrated that the effectiveness of mis- 
siles on a battle field depends upon missile performance and the associated 
electronic counter measures. Of course, this does not imply that missiles 
can completely take the place of conventional weapons; they are comple- 
mentary to each other. With the rapid development of technology, tactical 
missiles will certainly play a major role in future weapon development. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


TEST PILOT DEDICATED TO SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, TEST FLIGHTS 
Beijing HANGKONG ZHISHi [AERONAUTICAL KNOWLEDGE) in Chiuese Jan 78 pp 2-3 


[Article by QIN Jin [4440 6975], PENG Shiqin [1756 0013 2953], TANG Desheng 
[0781 1795 3932], LIU Feng (0491 1496], CAI Shanwu [5591 0810 2976]) 


[Summary] Wang Guanyang [3769 0385 2799] is a test pilot of a certain Air 
Force regiment. He is highly regarded by his superiors for his political 
avareness and his uncompromising scientific attitude. During the past 
decade, he received four citations for outstanding achievement in carry- 
in} out test flight missions. On 8 August of last year, the Air Force 
Party Committee awarded him the honorable title of a “Lei Feng-type flyer.” 





Scientific test flights are essential to the modernization of the Chinese 
Air Force. They are necessary for testing new airplane models, new flight 
instruments, and for calibrating new equipment; in general, each mission 
is a new adventure and therefore involves a certain amount of risk. Dur- 
ing his flight test career, Wang Guanyang repeatedly demonstrated his 
courage by working with scientific research personnel under dangerous 
conditions. In the heat of summer, he would be fully dressed in high- 
altitude flight suit and helmet, totally wet from perspiration. towever, 
to race against time, he continued to sit tight in full gear at the air- 
craft parking apron, awaiting order for mor~ test flights. When other 
comrades asked hia to take a rest, he smilingly replied: “To advance 
science and technology, time is a precious factor. Each additional flight 
can bring about some additional dats in scientific and technological re- 
search.” 


During the disruptive years of the “gang of four, Wang Guanyang carried 
out his struggle against the Gang's anti-modernization policy by enthusi- 
astically completing every mission given to him by his superiors. In 
just over a year between 1975 and October 1976, he and his colleagues 
successfully completed 12 scientific flight test missions. 


In September 1976, when the public was mourning the death o. Chairman 
Mao, Wang's regiment was given the task of flight testing an instrument 
in which Premier Zhou and Chairman Hua both had a personal interest. 
Since it was a difficuli task, Wang volunteered for the job. 











His request was granted. Day and night, he devoted his energy to the in- 
tense and detailed preparation work. On the day of the first test flight, 
Wang arrived early at the airport, waiting for his order. But by noon 
time, the cloud was still too low and visibility too poor to take off. 
Other flight plans were canceled but Wang stood by his plane and waited. 
As the day passed by, he repeatedly requested permission to take off. 
Finally, after serious consideration the commander gave him the green 
light. Thus, in the heavily overcast sky, Wang became airborne and faith- 
fully collected the required data within the scheduled time. 


On another day, the sky was blue without a trace of cloud. Wang brought 
his airplane skyward with a new mission plan. With a great deal of pa- 
tience and concentration, he performed each task with high precision. In 
spite of limited fuel supply, he efficiently collected each data point 
and transmitted it to the ground commander. As a result of Wang's dedi- 
cated efforts, the number of flights for this mission was reduced by 

10 percent, and the job was completed 4 days ahead of schedule. 


A short time later, China successfully tested another hydrogen bomb-~-a 
project personally organized by Chairman Hua. During this test, three 
Air Force pilots used the instrument data collected by Wang and safely 
passed through the mushroom cloud to collect the necessary samples. Thus, 
Wang Guanyang was given the honor of being a “pioneer of mushroom cloud 
penetration." 


Wang is a veteran test pilot with more than 10 years experience. He de- 
voted his career to scientific research and flight test in order to ac- 
celerate the modernization of China's Air Force. On a typical day of 
intense activities, he normally starts early in the morning, puts in a 
full day in the airplane, and spends the evening visiting other research 
colleagues or reviewing the flight test results in order to continually 
improve his skills. 


On one occasion, Wang's regiment accepted a mission where auxiliary fuel 
ranks of a fighter plane were to be dropped from the air; the purpose 

of this mission was to prepare for the certification of a new airplane 
odel being developed. Instructions from the research office and the 
factory required that the mission must be completed within a short time 
period and accurate flight test data must be collected. This difficult 
task fell on the shoulders of Wang Guanyang. He worked late into the 
night, gathering information, planning the flight path, and studying the 
flight test mission; he carefully calculated the direction of flight, 
the altitude, and the time instant of required acceleration. He continued 
working until all the preparation work was complete. 


On the next day, prior to take-off, he reviewed his flight plan again in 
the cockpit, and discussed the plan with other research members and solic- 
ited their suggestions. Jointly, they established an improved, more com- 
plete flight plan. When carrying out the mission, he patiently flew the 
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airplane once, twice, three times until everyone was satisfied with the 
results and agreed that the mission was a total success. 


After the collapse of the “gang of four,” the restriction on research and 
development for national defense was lifted. Chairman Hua's directive to 
accelerate the modernization of the People's Liberation Army gave Wang 
Guanyang renewed spirit and even stronger motivation. On 19 June 1977, 
he took on a new mission to test fly a Chimese made fighter airplane. At 
an altitude of 8,000 meters, he smoothly executed the specified maneuvers 
including level flight, turns, dives, climbs, and accelerations. As he 
was about to throttle back and deploy the spoilers, a sudden loud noise 
was heard coming from the forward section of the airplane, and the engine 
speed dropped drastically. Sensing that the throttle control was no 
longer functioning, he realized that the engine had stalled, and restart- 
ing would be impossible. The airplane was clearly in danger because it 
was rapidly losing speed and altitude. Wang calmly reported the situa- 
tion to the base commander, and turned the airplane around heading for 
the home base. 


As the seconds ticked away, the airplane's altitude dropped from 8,000 

to 2,000 meters. Based on his flight experience, he knew that this was 
the best time to activate the ejector and parachute himself back to the 
ground. However, Wang realized that parachuting meant abandoning the 
aircraft and all the valuable scientific equipment on board; furthermore, 
the abandoned aircraft could crash into factories or farm villages, caus- 
ing severe damage. Therefore, he gave up this idea and decided to try 
his best to bring the airplane back safely. 


He tried very hard to maintain control and glide the airplane toward the 
airport. Ordinarily, on that particular day he should be landing from 
west to east to take advantage of the head wind. But in order to avoid 
the possibility of crashing into a large factory located along this flight 
path, he decided to land from east to west. Now the airplane was only 
1,000 meters from the ground, and it was descending so fast that it could 
no longer return to the airport. Under this critical situation, Wang 
calmly examined the terrain to make sure that he would not run into any 
villages. 


As the airplane was about to touch the ground, suddenly a school and 
several field hands from a commune came into view. Within a split second, 
Wang ade a final correction to the flight path and landed the airplane 

in a .arvested wheat field. As a result of his brave decision, the air- 
plane, the factory, the village, the school, and the people did not suffer 
any damage, but Wang himself was seriously injured from the severe impact 
at touchdown. 


On 20 June, Vice Premier Wang Zhen [3769 7201) from the State Council and 
other officials from the central government paid a special visit to Wang 
Guanyang at the hospital. As a representative of Chairman Hua and Vice 








Chairman Yeh, *xe vice premier expressed deep appreciation for Wang's 
brave act, and promised to relay the story to the chairman and vice 
chairman. Wang was extremely moved by the vice premier‘s kind words 
and pledged to devote his whole life to China's research effort in aero- 
nautical science. 


312 
cso: 4005 





24 

















MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


AIRBORNE ARMY, MILITIA UNITS GET NEW TYPE 63 AUTOMATIC RIFLE 
Hong Kong CONMILIT in Chinese Jul 79 p 35 
{[Article: "The Type 63 Automatic Rifle”] 


[Text] It was long erroneously believed by outside circles that an 
automatic rifle which had been researched and manufactured by the 
Chinese was the Type 68. In fact, the correct designation for this 
rifle is the Type 63. In January 1978, in a book entitled “Little Ji 
Learns To Shoot," published by the Shanghai Education Publishing House 
and designed to acquaint young readers with military subjects, the 
designation of the rifle came to light. 


The Type 63 automatic rifle is a gas-operated, fully automatic, magazine 
weapon. To fire, the gunner pulls the operating rod handle to the rear 
position and then releases it, which takes .'. first round from the 
magazine and inserts it into the receiver. Then, if the trigger is 
kept depressed, the magazine is quickly emptied. This greatly increases 
the rate of fire and meets the need to hit as many targets as possible. 
The Type 63 rifle can also be used as a single-shot weapon. 


The bolt of the Type 63 automatic rifle is cylindrical and fitted with 
guides [lugs?]. Under the action of the powder gases and the recoil 
spring, the lugs on the bolt engage guides in the receiver to impart a 
left-right rotation to the bolt. This is for the purpose of locking and 
unlocking the chamber. The piston tube has an adjustment device at the 
forward end which houses a large and a small aperture designed to regu- 
late the volume of gases. The small aperture is usually used for the 
automatic mode, but the large aperture is used in extremely cold weather 
or when the gas system becomes fouled and the volume of gases is insuf- 
ficient. The rifle's side safety is marked "0," "1," and "2" to indi- 
cate safety, single-shot, and full automatic. 


The caliber of the Type 63 automatic rifle is 7.62mm. It uses Soviet 
type 7.62x39mm ammunition and has a muzzle velocity of 735 meters per 
second. It has an effective range of 1,000 meters--the rear sight is 
graduated up to 1,000 meters--and its maximum range is 2,000 meters. 


2) 








The sight baseline is 473 millimeters; the barrel has four right-hand 
grooves. Overall length is 1,033 millimeters, or 1,342 millimeters 
including the bayonet. Overall weight is 3.87 kilograms and the maga- 


zine holds 20 rounds. Combat rate of fire is 90 to 100 rounds per 
minute. 


The airborne forces were the first to receive the Type 63 automatic 
rifle, followed shortly after by the army but as of this writing, it 


still has not completely replaced the Type 56 semi-automatic rifle. 
Some militia units have also received the Type 63 automatic rifle. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


TASKS, PRINCIPLES OF SOCIALIST SYSTEM DISCUSSED 


Beijing ZHEXUE YANJIU [PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH] in Chinese No 6, 25 Jun 79 
pp 7-14 


[Article by Liao Gailong: “Concerning the Question of the Superiority of 
the Socialist Systen” ] 


[Excerpts] I. How Should This Question Be Answered? 


The question as to whether the socialist system is superior is one which 
has been very often discussed by people recently. Some people, because 
they see the fact of the slow development or even stagnation and retro- 
gression of our national economy during the 20 years since 1957 because 
of the defects and the errors in our work and the interference and sabo- 
tage by Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” have started to doubt the superi- 
ority of the socialist system. Some other people think that, in our 
country, the socialist system has already fully developed its superiority 
and hence they think that it is basically incorrect to propose for dis- 
cussion the question of the superiority of the socialist system at all. 


Both of these opinions, while seemingly reasonable and understandable, 
are incorrect. 


First of all we must ask: what is the so-called superiority of the 
socialist system? This is: because of the completion of socialist re- 
form and the elimination of private ownership, a solution of the basic 
contradiction between the social character of production in the old 
society and the private ownership of the means of production and products 
by capitalists has come about, and, on account of this solution, it has 
become possible to further overcome the anarchic state of capitalist pro- 
duction, to proceed with planned production, leading to the result that 
“socialist production relatione, compared to production relations of the 
past, have become m>re adapted to the developing nature of productive 
forces," and thereby to enable such relations to “allow those productive 
forces to develop swiftly ahead at a speed never possible in the old 
society, so that production has become incessantly amplified, so that the 
people have been enabled to have their incessantly increasing needs grad- 
ually satisfied" ("Selected Works of Mao Zedong,” Vol 5, p 373). 
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Looking at the condition of nearly 30 years of the People's Republic of 
China's economic development according to this criterion, we should say 
that, first of all, during the first 8 years after the founding of our 
state, including the 3 years of economic recovery (1949-1952) and the 
First Five-Year Plan (1953-1957), our economy was growing in a sustained 
manner and at a high speed. During those 8 years the average of yearly 
increase of the total value of industrial and agricultural production was 
14.6 percent, of which 18.7 percent represented the yearly increase of 
industrial growth, and 7.1 percent represented the yearly agricultural 
growth. Such a rate of growth is impossible with the capitalist systen. 
During those 8 years the living standard of our people also achieved 
conspicuous improvement. And during the period we also thoroughly ac- 
complished our democratic reform and basically carried out our task of 
socialist transformation, yet at the same time maintained our high rate 
of development in production. This was even more unprecedented in the 
history of the international communist movement. This shows that to say 
that our socialist system has not demonstrated any superiority or even 
to deny the superiority of the socialist system as such is completely 
incorrect. 


But, from 1957 onwards, our economic construction started to pass through 
a zig-zag course of development and there appeared two saddle-shaped curves 
as a result. The first large saddle-shaped curve occurred mainly because 
of mishandlings in our work, plus the havoc played by natural calamities 
and Soviet revisionism on us; the bottom of that large saddle-shaped curve 
was namely the "3-year hardship” pursuant to 1958. The second large 
saddle-shaped curve occurred because of the havoc played by the extreme 
left revisionist line of Lin Biao and the "gang of four” during the Cul- 
tural Revolution; during that period our national economy was pushed to 
the brink of collapse. Taken as a whole, our economy developed very 
slowly during these 20 years and the living standard of our people also 
received no improvement, which should have been their due. And during 

the period of the 3-year hardship and the period in which our national 
economy suffered the fanatic sabotage of Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” 
our people paid the price of extremely great sacrifices. We should there- 
fore admit that during these 20 years our socialist economic construction 
indeed suffered setbacks and failures. 


From the setbacks and failures suffered by our economic construction dur- 
ing these 20 years, we can first of all see that there was definitely a 
reason for some people to doubt the superiority of the socialist system, 
because, taken as a whole, we should say that in our country the superi- 
ority of the socialist system has still not fully demonstrated itself. 


But, in the second place, we must also see that the setbacks and failures 
suffered by our economic construction during these 20 years were not due 
to the fact that the socialist system (i.e., the public ownership system 
with regard to the means of production, the goal of production which is to 
satisfy the incessantly increasing demands of the people and to produce 














according to plans and in relevant proportions) was not good enough, and 
that they were therefore not a product of the socialist system itself as 
such. Precisely on the contrary, they were the product of our subjective 
leadership which acted against the objective laws intrinsic in the social- 
ist system, and they came about because this socialist system was subject 
to the sabotage and devastation of Lin Biao and the “gang of four." On 
the other hand, the great achievements of economic construction during 

the first 8 years after the founding of our state proved that so long as 
we do not violate the objective Jaws intrinsic in the socialist system 
and, instead, follow such objective laws in handling our work, and so long 
as the socialist system does not suffer such sabotage and devastation, the 
superiority of the socialist system is bound to show itself immediately 
very clearly. Therefore, it is indeed incorrect to doubt the superiority 
of the socialist systen. 





Thirdly, the purpose of our admitting the achievement of successes as well 
as the fact of having gone through setbacks and failures is to sum up our 
experiences in such successes correctly so as to give full play to them; 
to sum up the experiences in such failures correctly and take lessons from 
them accordingly, on the other hand, is for the sake of improving our work 
and giving full play to the very superiority of the socialist system it- 
self. Therefore, the question as to whether the socialist system possesses 
a superior character surely can and deserves to be discussed. We should 
discuss how to give full play to the superiority of the socialist systen, 
because our entire task consists in no other than giving full play to the 
superiority of the socialist system. 


Il. Experiences and Lessons in Economic Construction Since the Founding 
of Our State 


The Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee held in 
December 1978 “looked back on the experiences and lessons acquired in 
economic construction since the founding of the state." What are the 
principal experiences and lessons acquired by us in nearly 30 years of 
economic construction since the founding of the state? 


Several passages in the communique issued by the Third Plenary Session 
answered this question. The communique said: “In the early years after 
the founding of the state, especially after the socialist transformation 
was in the main completed, Comrade Mao Zedong instructed the whole party 
time and again to shift the focus of our work to the field of economic 

and technical revolution.” It also said: “Under the leadership of 
Comrade Mao Zedong and Comrade Zhou Enlai, our party did a great deal of 
work for the cause of socialist modernization and scored important achieve- 
ments. But the work was later interrupted and sabotaged by Lin Biao and 
the ‘gang of four.’ Besides, we had some shortcomings and mistakes in 

our leading work bec-use we lacked experience in socialist construction, 
and this also hampered the transition in the focus of our party's work." 
The communique said still further: "Practice proves that when we maintain 








necessary social and political stability and do things in accordance with 
the objective economic laws, our national economy advances at a high speed 
and steady pace. Otherwise, our national economy develops very slowly or 
even starts to stagnate and retrogress.” 


This is to say that the principal lesson in socialist construction we have 
learned is that, after our socialist transformation was basically com- 
pleted, i.e., after 1957, we have failed to achieve the transition in the 
focus of our party's work because of the shortcomings and mistakes in our 
work and, later, also because of the interference and sabotage by Lin 

Biao and the “gang of four.” And the principal experience in nearly 30 
years of our economic construction since the founding of the state con- 
sists of two items: first, it is necessary to maintain social and polit- 
ical stability; and second, it is necessary to do things according to 
objective economic laws. 





Let us first discuss “maintaining necessary social and political stability.” 
We must shift the focus of our party's work to economic construction, and 
we must maintain necessary social and political stability before we can 
smoothly carry out socialist modernization. Comrade Mao Zedong already 
pointed out in his report before the Seventh [sic] Plenary Session of the 
Second Party Central Committee held in March 1949: “From the very first 
day we take over a city, we should direct our attention to restoring and 
developing its production. We must not go about our work blindly and 
haphazardly and forget our central task.” He also said: if we find our- 
selves unable to restore and develop production rapidly and improve the 
livelihood of the people, “then we shall be unable to maintain our polit- 
ical power, we shall be unable to stand on cur feet, we shall fail" ("The 
Selected Works of Mao Zedong,” Vol 4, pp 1318-1319). 


This is to say, from the very first day we seize political power, the 
focus of our party's work must be shifted to production and construction. 
Work such as conducting democratic reform and socialist transformation, 
conducting the various necessary political movements, or even conducting 
war of a sectarian nature (including the war of mopping up remnant enemy 
.orces in the early days after liberation and the war of opposing America 
and aiding Korea) must all be done in support of the central tasks of pro- 
duction and construction or on condition that necessary social and polit- 
ical stability is maintained. During that period, the conducting of our 
class struggles, including the three great reforms and five great move- 
ments, was all done under the protection of the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat also for the consolidation of that dictatorship, and certainly not 
for causing any damage to that dictatorship. This was significantly 
different from the tasks and forms of conducting class struggles before 

we seized political power. In the first 8 years after the founding of 

the state, we did things precisely in this manner. Precisely because of 
this, we scored great achievements in our economic construction. 


Now, let us discuss “doing things according to objective economic laws." 
What is called doing things according to objective economic laws? This 
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is to say in the main: the targets of developing our economy must be 
prescribed from the point of view of objective possibility and not set 

too high. The purpose of socialist production is to gradually improve 

the people's livelihood; therefore there must be an appropriate ratio 
between cumulation and consumption, with cumulation not being too high. 
There must be maintained also an appropriate ratio between the various 
departments and units in the national economy, and such ratio must not be 
viclated; a balance must be self-consciously maintained, and such balance 
must not be violated. It is necessary to practice the socialist principle 
of more reward for more labor, less reward for less labor, “from each ac- 
cording to his ability, to each according to his work"; egalitarianism 
must not be attempted in the fashion of "all eating the same amount from 
the same pot.” It is necessary to unite the state's uniform planning and 
guidance in respect to the national economy correctly together with the 
autonomy of the various enterprises and also with the market economy of 
socialist merchandise production, and such uniformity must not be enforced 
too rigidly. 


In the first 8 years after the founding of the state, we did things in the 
main precisely in this manner, and therefore we scored great achievements. 
But during the succeeding 20 years, we failed to do the same, and there- 
fore we suffered setbacks and failures. 


The above two items of experience may also be reduced to a single item-- 
that is, in the three realms of economics, politics and ideology, it is 
all necessary to do things according to objective laws. Practice has al- 
ready proved that when we did things in this manner our national economy 
advanced at a high speed and in a steady pace; otherwise, when we violated 
objective laws, we became punished, our national economy began to develop 
slowly or even to stagnate and retrogress. 


The reason why shortcomings and mistakes appeared in the work of our eco- 
nomic construction and why we did certain stupid things against objective 
laws was basically because we lacked experience in socialist economic 
construction. Comrade Mao Zedong said, in respect to the laws of socialist 
construction there lie before us still many kingdoms of necessity which 
have never been recognized by us. 


In the world arena, socialism has a history of hardly 62 years. In our 
country, this history has lasted hardly 30 years so far. Therefore, our 
experience is hardly enough. And, contrary to the expectation of Marx 
and Engels, socialism did not first win its victory in the most advanced 
capitalist countries but, instead, in Russia, where the development of 
capitalism was relatively backward, and in China, where such development 
was even more backward. This has rendered the task of building socialism 
even more complicated and difficult. 


We also see that, in the entire world arena, the socialist economic system, 
political system and ideology constitute to a great extent still an area 
which requires our coriinued research, exploration and practice. Our task 
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is to find the best, Chinese road of socialist modernization most appro- 
priately adapted to tue laws of socialist development, which is also what 
Comrade Mao Zedong had described 22 years ago as “China's road toward 
industrialization.” But the party's Third Plenary Session, on the basis 
of the general truths of Marxism-Lenir'ism and Mao Zedong Thought and the 
practical experiences already acquired, has already pointed out the direc- 
tion and road for solving this problen. 


IIl. Reform Our Economy, Give Full Play to Democracy, Emancipate Our 
Thinking 


On the basis of the experiences and lessons we have acquired in economic 
construction since the founding of our state, how are we to make it pos- 
sible to give full play to the superiority of the socialist system? Or, 
in other words, what are our tasks in the three areas of economics, 
politics and ideology? 





Concerning this question, the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Cen- 
tral Committee has already provided a clear and definite answer. The 
great historic meaning of the party's Third Plenary Session consists in 
the fact that, on the basis of criticizing the extreme left revisionist 
line of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" and returning from disorder to 
order, and on the basis of summing up the experiences and lessons we have 
acquired in economic construction since the founding of our state, it 
decided that “the center of gravity of the work of the whole party should 
from 1979 on be shifted to socialist modernization"; it also consists in 
the fact that it insisted on, and developed, the spirit of the party's 
llth National Congress and thereby made it possible for our party's leader- 
ship to return to the correct line which Comrade Mao Zedong had in the 
early years after the founding of our state, especially after the basic 
completion of our socialist transformation, already pointed out many times 
as to how we musi correctly handle the contradictions among the people and 
the contradicti... between the enemy and ourselves, how to mobilize all 
positive factors, so as to build our country into a great modern socialist 
power before the end of the century. In order to carry this line through 
to the end, the 3rd Plenum also proposed the basic tasks and principles 

of action for the whole party and the whole people in the three areas of 
economics, politics and ideology. These tasks and principles may be re- 
duced to three sentences, namely: reform our economy, give full play to 
democracy, and emancipate our thinking. 


Let us first discuss reforming our economy. To put it more comprehensively, 
it is really to readjust and reform our economy. The reason we must read- 
just our national economy is because there exist in our economy serious 
phenomena of ill-adjust~ent between agriculture and the industries, between 
light industry and heavy industry, between the departments and units of 
coal, electricity, petroieum, transportation and building materials indus- 
tries and other departments and units within heavy industry, and between 
cumulation and consumption. On account of this, ‘t is necessary for us to 














concentrate our energies in the main on the improvement of agriculture, 

to accelerate the development of light industries, to strengthen the de- 
velopment of coal, electricity, petroleum, transportation and building 
materials industries, resolutely tighten up the “over-extended line” of 
the front of capital construction and industrial production, and genuinely 
achieve improvement of the people's livelihood on the basis of develop- 
ing production. This task of readjusting our economy is not expected to 
be entirely completed before 1981. 


At the same time as the national economy is being readjusted, it is also 
necessary to proceed with a reform of our economic management system which 
is to be of far-reaching, historic significance. I think it may be said 
that there are two serious shortcomings of a fundamental nature in our 
existing economic management system: One is the means of livelihood dis- 
tribution system which came about because at our revolutionary bases we 
had for long periods of time always carried out an automatic provisions 
sy*tem and, in addition, because we later resorted to raising the comm- 
nis¢ wind which resulted in the creation of the egalitarian, “eating-from- 
the-common-pot™ type of “iron rice bowl.” The other is the bureaucratic 
planning managemert system transplanted in the early years after libera- 
tion from the Soviet Union, whose power is over-concentrated. Although 
these two shortcomings already took shape in the early years after the 
founding of our state, because of the on-going hot tides of democratic 
reform and socialist transformation, and because of the party's then pre- 
vailing firm leadership and sufficient ideological and political work, 
they were still not in the position to cause any serious effects of dis- 
advantage to production and construction. Later, along with the comple- 
tion of democratic reform and socialist transformation, because of our 
economic construction entering into the course of peaceful construction, 
because of the failures and errors in our work, and because of the weak- 
ening of our party's leadership and the development of a tide of anarchic 
thinking resulting from the sabotage of Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” 
these fundamental shortcomings in our economic management system thus be- 
came increasingly serious obstacles in the way of our socialist moderniza- 
tion. The egalitarianism pertaining to the means of livelihood distribu- 
tion system seriously affected the activism of the laborers, leading to 
such negative phenomena as “grinding (slowly) on the job in a foreign 
fashion" and “eating (from the secure “iron rice bowl” of) socialisa 
(without much assertion)” and the like. The bureaucratism pertaining 

to planning management, on the other hand, seriously suppressed the ini- 
tiative on the part of the productive enterprises and individual laborers, 
their activiem, as well as their creativity; it seriously hampered the 
development of the social productive forces. 





Therefore, in order to carry out a reform of our economic system, we must 
first of all break up the egalitarianism pertaining to the means of liveli- 
hood distribution system and seriously carry out the socialist principle 
of “from each according to his ability, to each according to his work.” 
Secondly, we must break up the bureaucratism pertaining to the planning 
management system, and unite the state's planning and guidance with the 
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autonomy of the productive enterprises and the market economy of socialist 
merchandise production (i.e., a controlled market economy). 


In order to achieve the objectives in these two respects, we must di- 
rectly unite the efficiency of management with the individuals’ economic 
interests; we must grant autcnomy to the productive enterprises (the 
right to independent management and independent accounting); we must 
unite the state's planned adjustment with the market's own (objective, 
supply-and-demand) adjustment, taking the planned adjustment as the main 
guide but at the same time paying full attention to the role of the mar- 
ket's own adjustment. Through such functioning of the market economy 
and the law of pricing, through such means as the state's financial ad- 
ministration, credit and loan, and pricing policies and the like, let us 
put the more than 300,000 medium and small industrial enterprises and 
severai million production brigades in the communes of the countryside 
once and for all into the course of our national economy's development 
according to relevant proportions. 


The Communique of the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central 
Committee pointed out that it is necessary to “bring into full play the 
initiative, activism and creativeness of four levels, the central depart- 
ments and units, the local authorities, the enterprises and the laborers.’ 
Among the four, without doubt, the most important is to bring into full 
play the initiative, activism and creativeness of (he enterprises (pro- 
duction brigades) and the individual laborers, because the enterprises 
are the production units at the basic level while the laborers are the 
main factor in a productive force. Between the enterprises and the 
laborers, furthermore, it is again more important to bring into full play 
the initiative, activism and creativeness of the laborers. 


Next comes giving full play to democracy. The purpose of giving full play 
to democracy is precisely to release the productive forces and to make 
sure, on the basis of adopting relevant political measures, that the ini- 
tiative, activism and creativeness of the laborers (including engineering 
and technical personnel, management personnel) are brought into full play. 


We know that the production under the feudal serf system was dependent on 
“the discipline of the big stick” for its operations. The reason capi- 
talist production became so much more superior than feudal production was 
yrecisely because it did away with “the discipline of the big stick” and 
acknowledged the personal independence and free right of the laborers to 
sign contracts that put their labor on sale. For this reason, capitalism 
made it possible for the productive forces to be released from the fetters 
of the feudal system, and this in turn greatly accelerated the development 
of those productive forces and also social progress in general. But the 
historical limitation of capitalism consists precisely in that it came 
about solely for the profits of the capitalists and for the exploitation 
of the surplus value of the workers; it was dependent on “the discipline 
of hunger” for its operations. The workers were willing to suffer the 
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exploitation by the capitalists only because of the necessity of making 

a iiving; when they worked, they were forced to do so and it was unpleasant 
and obligatory for them. The reason socialist production is greatly supe- 
rior not only to feudal production but also to capitalist production is be- 
cause it does not depend on “the discipline of the big stick,” nor on “the 
discipline of hunger,” for its operations but, instead, on the laborers’ 
willing “self-conscious discipline.” 


Only by bringing into full play people's democracy and by strengthening 

the socialist legal system will it be possible to create a political situa- 
tion in which we can have consolidation and development as well as personal 
ease of mind, to guarantee the social and political stability necessary 

for socialist modernization, to really strengthen dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat against the few counter-revolutionaries and the new exploitative 
elements such as those who are corrupt, who steal, who are opportunistic, 
and who play the double-dealing games, and to protect socialist production 
relations so as to enable the productive forces to continue to develop at 


a high speed. 


Next again comes emancipating our thinking. Emancipating our thinking 
means that we must make it possible for our thinking, under the correct 
direction of comprehensive, accurate Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought, to be emancipated from the spiritual fetters of the extreme left 
revisionism of Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” from the influence of 
capitalist, feudal, and superstitious and blind-following type of thinhing, 
from the constraints of the ideological line of metaphysics and idealisn, 
from the constraints of past mistakes. This is to say, theories, programs, 
slogans, plans and the like proposed in the past must now be tested with 
our experience in practice. Whatever proves to be correct through such a 
test shall be insisted upon; whatever proves to be wrong through such 4 
test shall be corrected. This is also to say that we must establish and 
insist on the ideological line of dialectical materialism, insist on the 
principle of seeking truth from facts, starting everything from actuality, 
and relating theory to reality, and unite the general truth of Mao Zedong 
Thought with the practice of socialist sodernization. Only thus will it 

be possible for us to find the best road for building socialism, to greatly 
release the productive forces, and to give full play to the superiority 

of the socialist system. 


Reforming our economy, giving full play to democracy, and emancipating 
our thinking are all for correctly handling contradictions among the peo- 
ple and contradictions between the enemy and ourselves, for mobilizing 
all positive factors to realize the four modernizations and build our 
country into a great socis!ist power. But it will not be without obsta- 
cles to try to thoroughly carry out this line of our party. The sabotage 
on the part of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" not only left us a moun- 
tainous pile of troubles, difficulties and problems, but the remnant 
poison and influence of the extreme left revisionist line will also abso- 
lutely not allow us to overlook or under-estimate then. 


3? 





Some time age, some people in our society undertook a "left" form, and 

some other people undertook a "right" form, to oppose the correct line set 
by the llth National Congress of our party and the Third Plenary Session 

of the llth Party Central Committee. This was the concentrated reflection 
of their opposition to our socialist road, their opposition to the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat, their opposition to the leadership of our party, 
and their opposition to the scientific ideological system of Marxism- 
Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought. 


In order to thoroughly carry out our party's policy line and insist on the 
avove-mentioned four principles, we must resolutely administer blows to 
uose very few counter-revolutionaries who are hostile and opposed to our 
party's policy line and to those four principles. At the same time, toward 
those among the people who have been influenced by a few bad people and 
those who have been poisoned by Lin Biao and the "gang of four," toward 
those whose thinking has become stultified or half-stultified, we must 
adopt the approach of democratic persuasion, of “unity--criticism--unity," 
in order to help them once more to stand with us on our party's correct 
line, in order to win them over so that they can join us in devoting them 
se.ves to the great cause of socialist modernization and thereby making 
their positive contributions. 


During these 2 years and more since the smashing of the anti-party clique 
of the "gang of four," and during the several months since the triumphant 
conclusion of the Third Plenum, we have already achieved great results 

in our various work, including theoretical work. There has been conspic- 
uous development on the various fronts in our domestic situation and, in 
foreign affairs and in respect to our war of self-defensive counter- 
attack on the Sino-Vietnamese border, we have also won great victories. 
The focus of the party's work has already smoothly shifted to socialist 
modernization. Practice has proved and will from now on continue to 

prove that the line and orientation formulated by the party's Third 
Plenary Session on the basis of summing up the experiences and lessons 

we have acquired in economic construction since the founding of our state 
are entirely correct. Those who adopt this or that form of opposition 

to our party's line and to the four principles are not going to be able 

to stand on their feet. The comrades of our whole party and people of 

our whole country are determined to unite tugether and struggle together 
sO as to carry out the remaining will of Comrade Mao Zedong, Comrade Zhou 
Enlai, Comrade Zhou De and hundreds and thousands of revolutionary martyrs 
before the end of this century by applying their own hands in the creation 
of a great, wealthy, powerful and modern socialist state. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


MAY 4 MOVEMENT SEEN AS GREAT REVOLUTION AGAINST FEUDALISTIC IDEOLOGY 
Beijing LISHI YENJIU [HISTORICAL RESEARCH] in Chinese No 5, 15 May 79 pp 3-17 
[Article by Xu Zongmian [1776 1350 0517] and Zhu Changjia [2612 2052 3946] 


[Excerpts] The May 4 movement, that great turning point in modern Chinese 
history, was ushered in by the new culture movement which set in in 1915. 
The new culture movement was an unprecedented thoroughgoing revolution against 
feudalistic ideology; it was also an unprecedented movement for the emanci- 
pation of the mind. Its subsequent expression and development became the 
great May 4 movement. Under the influence of the October Revolution and the 
catalytic influence of the May 4 movement, the new culture movement rapidly 
developed into a movement for Marxist-Leninist ideology, and as a direct re- 
sult of the latter, the Chinese Communist Party was born. From then on the 
victory of the Chinese people's revolution and the realization of socialism 
in China were basically assured. 


To give a complete account of the May 4-new culture movement is not the pur- 
pose of this article. We merely wish to express here a few simple opinions 
on the thoroughgoing antifeudalistic ideological struggle of that movement 
to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the May 4 movement and to give our 
comrades a better understanding of the movement. 


l. The rise of the new culture movement itself was a manifestation of an 
absolutely uncompromising attitude opposing feudalistic ideology. 


“A mind that never compromised" between old and new, initiative in a clear- 
cut stand against the old ideas and attacks against the old institutions, 
these were the causes that in the first place directly motivated the pro- 
ponents of the new culture movement to launch their struggle. It was exact- 
ly this kind of bitter hatred and absolutely uncompromising opposition against 
the old things of feudalism which made this movement into an ideological 
revolution that shook up the minds of all people. The violent reaction that 
it evoked as soon as the movement started is therefore not at all surprising. 
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2. The most conspicuous special feature of the May 4-new culture movement 
was that it regarded the thoroughgoing antagonism against feudalistic ideo- 
logy as its sacred aim and central task. Not only did this movement con- 
scientiously carry the ideological revolution into every field of the move- 
mnt but it furthermore persevered untiringly from beginning to end, mani- 
festing a most commendable thoroughgoing revolutionary spirit. However, Hu 
Shi, who personally participated in and made contributions to the struggle, 
in the dispute provoked by his "Problems and Isms" made over the basic ex- 
periences and entire achievements of the movement into a study of several 
individual concrete problems,! in order to peddle pragmatism and combat 
communism. This is obviously a distortion and inversion of facts. 


The new culture movement did indeed "study" a great number of problems, con- 
cerning itself with ethics, politics, culture, the writing system, education, 
etc. However, firstly, their "studies" were not pure scholarly explorations 
but criticism and radical changes of the old literature and old institutions 
of feudalism, using the democratic ideology and scientific spirit of the 
bourgeoisie. Secondly, the reason why the movement criticized and tried to 
change this old culture and the old institutions was that these old things 
had inherent in them the poison of feudalistic ideology. To eliminate these 
pernicious ideological influences became the main objective of the struggle. 
Thirdly, the means of eliminating all these pernicious influences, according 
to the understanding of the proponents of the movement, was again to eradi- 
cate thoroughly the feudalistic dictatorial rule of those days and to bring 
about a truly democratic and republican system in order to save the father- 
land from utmost peril. Because they started out from attempting to reform 
the old China and resolutely persisted in a revolution against feudalistic 
ideology, this struggle became an unprecedented movement for emancipation 
of thought and promoted the transition from the old democratic revolution to 
the new democratic revolution; this is also the greatest achievement of the 
new culture movement. Speaking of the achievements that Hu Shi referred to 
in the cultural field, there was not one of the reforms that were proposed 
at that time which did not originate from the ideological revolution. The 
reasons why the cultural revolution could gain such outstanding achievements 
uce, first of all, its penetrating criticism of the pernicious feudalistic 
ideology in the contents and forms of old literature. It was exactly on 

the basis of this criticism that Lu Xun wrote with a completely new ideologi- 
cal content matched with a completely new literary form such magnificent 
works as "The Diary of a Madman,” laying the foundation stone for the new 
revolutionary literature. The facts show clearly, if there would have been 
no ideological revolution, there could have been no literary revolution, 

and there could have been no May 4 new culture. 


The fundamental experience of the new culture movement was therefore definite- 
ly not an emphasis on the study of single individual concrete problems. 
Exactly the opposite was true, it was not restricted to any kind of con- 
crete problems, but rather concentrated its aim on vigorously criticizing 

the feudalistic ideology, on vigorously pursuing it and fiercely lashing 

out at it, exposing one by one the poisonous elements of this ideology in 








every respect, moral, political, cultural and even in social life, and on 
mercilessly liquidating these influences. The so-called “national heritage 
faction” of those days attacked the movement for the reason that it de- 
stroyed Confucianism, ceremonial rites and regulations, the national heri- 
tage, chastity and integrity, the old moral principles (loyalty, filial 
piety, integrity), the old arts (old stageplays), the old religions (devils, 
ghosts), the old literature, old politics (privileges and undue human in- 
fluences in government), etc., which in actual fact is absolutely correct. 
The very reasons why this movement, like an irresistable force, was able to 
inflict such extensive and forceful defeat on the feudalistic ideology and 
social institutions was because it firmly held on to its revolutionary pro- 
gram directed against feudalistic ideology and because it made criticism of 
the old traditions and old ideas the fundamental guideline in all affairs. 


3. The reason why the revolution against feudalistic ideology on the eve of 
the May 4 movement was so thoroughgoing and was able in the short period of 
only a few years to generate immense influences is definitely that several of 
the leading proponents of the movement were radical democrats with a prin- 
cipled spirit of uncompromising antagonism against the old ideas, but this 
reason was also inseparably linked with their excellent methods and ways of 
struggle. They were apt at grasping the most points of the enemy, dealing 
out fatal blows, not afraid of contradictions but taking the initiative in 
exposing contradictions and welcoming battle. The doctrines of bourgeois 
democracy in their hands were not "scientific truths” pure and simple but 
weapons in the real ideological struggle. 


The proponents of the new culture movement applied as major standards of 
evaluation in the course of their struggle whether a thing was suitable and 
useful for today’s society and modern life. This consideration was also an 
effective base for their attacks against the Confucian doctrines and all 
feudalistic ideology and culture. In those days, the elements upholding 
Confucious and proposing Confucianism as a state religion were full of praise 
for the ethics of Confucianism as the most perfect model, loudly proclaiming 
that “without a study of the classics, all human actions and utterances, 
human relations in everyday life, family, country and the whole world would 
be without fixed rules and guidelines,” thus confusing the minds of our 
youths. Another basic principle applied by the proponents of the new culture 
movement in assessing all the traditional ideas and traditional culture was 
whether a particular item was of actual profit or harmful to the majority of 
the people. They called this “utilitarianism.” For hundreds and thousands 
of years, the feudalistic rulers of China have been harping ad nauseam on 
the old tune that “humaneness and righteousness" are to be valued highest, 
so “why talk about profit"? They downgraded real benefit and adored the 
mystical and abstruse, advocating that everybody should “concern themselves 
with following the Doctrine and have no concern for poverty,” admonishing 
the people to use all their skill and wisdom on a paralyzing system of 
“cultivation of oneself" and "cultivating the original pure character," and 
to be satisfied with the most primitive material conditions of livelihood. 
This not only helped consolidate the feudalistic rule and order but was also 











a great obstacie to material production and the development of science and 
technology. In actual fact it merely gave license to the feudalistic rulers 
to wallow in luxury and pleasure and grab whatever they fancied, while the 
common people were not permitted to voice even the most basic demands of 
everyday livelihood. In essence it was utilitarianism of the landlord class 
of a most narrow and selfish kind. However, the impression of this old tune 
on the minds of the people was extremely deep, noticeable right down to our 
days so that even the lofty-minded and keen reformers and determined revolu- 
tionaries would not dare to openly deny “humaneness and righteousness" or 
advocate "material gain"; they would frequently try hard to blend the two 
concepts, borrowing “humaneness and righteousness” in name to promote their 
antifeudalistic cause. 


The proponents of the new culture movement of those years were all intellec- 
tuals without power or political influence. Their only method of fighting 
the old ideas and of propagating the new ideas was debating and arguing with 
sound reason and to convince people with reasoned tr th. In those days not 
only were their writings and proposals suppressed by the reactionary authori- 
ties, but they also suffered every kind of attack, abuse and intimidation by 
the conservative forces of society. However, they did not allow themselves 
to be intimidated but on the contrary realized this as an excellent oppor- 
tunity to propagate and implement their own proposals, glad at every opportun- 
ity to debate the issues. 


The reason why the proponents of the new culture movement proceeded in this 
way was that they were firmly convinced that truth was on their side and also 
because they well understood that “tolerating dissenting views and allowing 
free debate" are indispensable ways to distinguish right from wrong and to 
discover and advance further toward truth. They would always seriously con- 
sider the arguments of their opponents if presented in a rational way and 
refute them based on just grounds. On the one hand they courageously upheld 
truth but on the other hand they were also able to “preserve an open mind to 
take advice"; they never in the least concealed their own viewpoints.? Their 
atcitude in this respect was definitely based on the belief in the bourgeois 
freedom of thought, but they started out from the viewpoint and opposed to 
"go along together with the same wind" and to "worship an idol" according to 
feudalistic cultural dictatorship. In their own practice they furthermore 
strictly followed this principle, repudiating the double personality marked 
by one's deed not matching one's words, but they also displayed a certain 
kind of materialistic style of struggle. It is this style of conduct which 
raised their prestige among the masses and imperceptibly increased their 
“trength to vanquish their enemies. 


Apart from this, we have to point out that a very deep understanding of the 
‘ld ideology and old culture is also a major reason for the outstanding 
results achieved by the proponents of the new culture movement in their strug- 
gle. In particular Lu Xun, who laid the foundation for the new revolutionary 
literature with his own epoch-making works, was a man who was highly knowl- 
edgeable and erudite in the old Chinese literature. Qian Xuantong, famous 








as a scholar of Chinese etymology and phonology, was a most determined and 
enthusiastic advocate of the reform of the Chinese writing system. This 
certainly must have been a big shock to those pedants who had chosen to depend 
for a living on nothing but old literature. The gentlemen of the “national 
heritage faction" who vigorously attacked the new culture movement, had less 
knowledge of the “national heritage” than the mew people, and there are 

many instances in those days when they made a laughing stock of themselves. 
Besides abuse and intimidation, what other methods were there for them to 
use? The new people on the other hand were highly proficient and frequently 
could hit with one thrust the vital spot of the enemy. Of course, as Lu Xun 
expressed it, they had a very clear understanding of the conditions of their 
opponents because they themselves had originally come from the same "old 
ramparts." We do not mean to say that in order to criticize the old things 
one must come out of the “old ramparts,” but the abovementioned historical 
facts make it clear: a good critic must have seriously studied the object of 
his criticism and must have a deep understanding of it. “If you know your- 
self and know the enemy, you can fight a hundred battles with no danger of 
defeat"! This is true in war as it is equally true in the struggle on the 
ideological battlefront. 





4. The banners that were raised high in the struggles of the May 4-new cul- 
ture movement were science and democracy, that is, “to lay stress on both, 
science as well as on human rights." On sciences we shall not further elab- 
orate here but merely point out: the ecience that was the subject of dis- 
cussion in those days consisted mainly in advocating a realistic approach 

and rationalism in opposition to superstitions and blind obedience. The 
concept was closely linked with democracy and it was to serve the implementa- 
tion of the democratic ideology. 


The democracy of those days had mainly two meanings, one was "to throw off 

the fetters of serfdom, to perfect your own free and independent personality," 
that is: liberation of the individual. Another meaning was to implement 
“government by the people," that is, the people were to be masters of the 
State and of society, and every person should be equal before the law and 
enjoy free and equal rights. Obviously, this is out-and-out bourgeois demo- 
cracy. In the struggle against feudalistic ideology before the May 4 move- 
ment, there was only Li Dazhao who, already in the winter of 1918, initially 
accepted communist ideas, but the principal weapon used by all other pro- 
ponents of the new culture movement was indeed bourgeois democracy. 


Although on a worldwide scale this kind of democracy was at that time al- 
ready an old type of democracy, in China it was still a new ideology. In 
those days China was still a semicolonial and semifeudal society. The 
ideology and social institutions of feudaliem were still in a ruling position, 
and in comparison to theese, the ideology and institutions of bourgeois 
democracy were undoubtedly much more advanced. Due to various reasons, 

China never before has had a thoroughgoing ideological revolution in which 
democratic ideas fought the ideology of feudalism, and China was very much 
in need of making up the missed lesson. In the struggle against feudalistic 
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ideclogy, bourgeois democracy may therefore after all be accepted as an ef- 
fective weapon. It will of necessity engender, and indeed really engendered, 
an immense revolutionary effect. In this way the positive influence exer- 
cised by the new culture movement on the Chinese revolution and on modern 
Chinese society is certainly a very major and deep one. 


However, the revolution against feudalistic ideology carried out by this 
movement did not, and in fact could not, overthrow the rule of the feudalistic 
ideology, nor could it eliminate the pernicious influences of feudalistic 
thinking. The effect of thought emancipation that was created at that time 
was mainly limited to intellectual circles and the student youths. Speaking 
of its real effects, this ideological revolution was therefore very far from 
being thoroughgoing. 


The new culture movement which was launched on the eve of the May 4 movement 
was, as Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out, "a thoroughgoing movement against 
feudalistic culture; ever since the beginning of Chinese history, there had 
never been such a great and thoroughgoing cultural revolution."* Its merits 
are immense, but as history shows, even more immense were the tasks that the 
movement bequeathed to the proletariat in the struggle against feudalistic 
ideology. For 60 years the Chinese people, guided by the CCP and the great 
leader Comrade Mao Zedong and using Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought 
as weapons, launched heroic attacks, in accordance with the needs of the 
overall revolutionary struggle, against feudalism and the ideology and cul- 
ture of all exploiting classes. In the course of this struggle, the Chinese 
people have established and developed a new democratic and socialist culture 
and science and transformed the spirit, appearance and social practices and 
customs of the nation. The wide scope of its struggle, the depth of its 
penetration and its outstanding achievements cannot by any means be com- 
pared with those of the May 4-new culture movement. However, we still can- 
not assert that the tasks of antifeudalistic revolution have already been 
completely fulfilled. As early as toward the end of the forties, the Chinese 
people began to build the socialist undertaking on the rubble of semicolonial- 
ism and semifeudalism, but in the seventies it became necessary to wage a bit- 
cer fight against the evil feudalistic and restorationist forces of Lin Biao 
ard the gang of four. This goes to explain that the progress of Chinese 
society was rather rapid; it avoided the disasters of the capitalist system. 
But on the other hand it was also a slow progress since it is still, and for 
a long time has been, suffering entanglements with the ghost of feudalism. 
That is because it is much more difficult to thoroughly eradicate feudalistic 
thinking and all its influences than it is to abolish feudalistic political 
‘ule and its economic foundations. However, no matter how difficult this 
ask may be, everyone of us must exert efforts to carry out this task to 

sll completion, as otherwise progress in the cause of socialism would be 
absolutely blocked. It is therefore even today still most meaningful for the 
victorious Chinese people, guided by Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, 
to follow and develop the spirit of science and democracy of the May 4 move- 
ment and to study the valuable experiences of the thoroughgoing struggle 
aga’cet feudalistic ideology conducted by the people of those years. 

















FOOTNOTES 
1. See “Hu Shi Wen-cun [Hu Shi’s Collected Works]" vol 4, p 158. 


2. For the above, see the various articles in the column “Correspondence” 
in various issues of the XIN QING-NIAN magazine. 





3. Chen Duxiu, "Jing-gao Qing-nian" [Warning to the Youths] in XIN QING-NIAN, 
vol 1, p 1. 


4. “Mao Zedong Xuan-ji" [Selected Works of Mao Zedong], 1 volume ediction, 
p 660. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


LITERARY NEGATIVISM CRITICIZED; ‘SINGING OF VIRTUE’ DEFENDED 


Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 6 Aug 79 p 3 [reprinted from HEBEI 
WENYI No 6, Jun 79] 


[Article by Li Jian [2621 0494]: "'Singing of Virtue’ and ‘Lacking 
Virtue'’"] 


[Text] It is said that a new school has appeared among our literary and 
art forces, a school that some have called "praise-singers" and have 
attacked violently. Then, what is the crime of the “praise-singer"? It 
is said that their writings and works are strong in “singing of virtue"-- 
praise is the principal characteristic of their writing. Is this a crime? 
Is this something that should be criticized? I think not necessarily. 

Of course, the Pekingese dog literature that praises the “gang of four" 
should be criticized, and we should denounce the fraud of vague and 
general articles that blindly put on a false show of peace and prosperity. 
However, praise for the great leader of the Chinese people, Chairman Mao, 
anc his glorious thought is a monument to the proletariat and the laboring 
masses, and makes an appeal for the four modernizations. What is bad 
about this? 


In a society with classes, there are only class writers and no so-called 
“pastoral poet" who transcends class. Revolutionary writers should be 

the eyes of their class, the hands and feet of the people, and should 

cast their fate in with that of the party affairs. The great revolutionary 
actions of the masses of people give writers an abundance of revolutionary 
fervor and can make them shout, like the torrent when a floodgate is 

opened, about what the people have done. Fortunately for those full-time 
and part-time writers who create spiritual wealth for the modern lives 

of the Chinese people, there is no reason not to praise the "four moderniza- 
tions.” 


To uphold the four principles, the creation must exhibit a stand in the 
position of labor, peasants, and soldiers, glorify the proletariat, and 
write something new for the heroes of the "four modernizations." Although 
this is a concrete mainifestation of the adherence to the principles of 
party spirit in literature and art, it is also a demand placed on the 
writer's creation by the sentiments of the people. If the people's 
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authors do not “sing” of their “vitue," what use are they? Among the ranks 
of the creative, there are some who view the people's greatest affairs with 
a mentality marked by antipathy and gloom, and they blow a cold wind on 
works of others in enthusiastic praise of the “four modernizations,” 

saying “You are praise-singers” every time they speak. Here, if you don't 
“sing of virtue" for the people, whom do you "sing of virtue” for? We 

must know, when the “praise-singers" “sing” of the proletariat's “virtue,” 
and there is a consciousness, between the lines, of attacks on the land- 
lords, the bourgeoisie, and their remnants, then their pens have lost none 
of their thunder and lightning. Our literature is a proletariat literature, 
and its principles of party spirit and class character persist. People 

who say that our literature and art have no class character or party spirit 
should be maggots in the corpses of the grand masters of revisionism, in 
the dustbin of history. Since the class spirit and principles of party 
spirit of our literature and art have not vanished, the question remains, 
which class do they sing the prises of? Chairman Mao was the great liberator 
of the Chinese people, and anyone with proletariat sentiments should 
naturelly want to sing the praises of Chairman Mao's great achievements. 
Some people do not want to do this, and that's their own business. We also 
do not insist that they must do it; is this different from class sentiment? 
Flowers and trees exposed to the sun develop a graceful appearance to give 
the golden sun, and those animals adept at smelling out flesh in dark, 

dank bloodstains can only curse the red sun. Those people who do not “sing 
of virtue” must actually “lack virtue." 


Regarding those laboring people of the proletariat, we wish wholeheartedly 
to be one with them, to view a spring landscape of brilliant purples and 
reds through the clear bright windows of their hearts. Some people say 
no, it is not possible to descend, and that it would be truly hard to go 
down among those people with grease on their hands and cow manure on their 
feet! Since there is no "ball" and also no “banquet,” it would truly be 
"idling away one's time.” How does one create? These people say “rise,” 
“rise” onto the red carpet and write something “rich and varied,” about 
"the world of the inner heart.” Prattle! To discard the 95 percent of 
China's 900 million people who are workers and peasants and pick the 
“pearl” of a bright mirror among the green yarn to be called “absolute 
truth” is 10 times as brilliant as Du Lin [a meticulous scholar]. To be 
sure, the "palace of science” should be described with a bold brush, to 
reveal the appearance and feelings of the scientific workers. However, 

a beautiful work cannot be written by merely “rising” to the top of the 
scientists’ house. The scientists are inside the house, and their 
blueprints are transformed into substantial fruition among the rivers 

and oceans, on the three mountains and five hills. If you don't “descend” 
to the rivers and seas and into the valleys, you will not see the actual 
fruit of scientific research, so how can you praise the appearance and 
feelings of the scientists? Even if what is involved is pure theoretical 
research, the research process also contains a current of the researcher's 
emotions, and where do these emotions come from? They can only come 

from his feelings about the social currents, the pulse of the times, and 
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this “current” and “pulse” are not on top of the house, but downstairs, 
among the 1 billion workers and peasants. If you boast of your own 
elegance and don't approach the people, if you loll about beneath the 
green of the willows thinking of “astonishing words,” how can you write 
a beautiful work? 


"Singing of virtue” is not some groundless fabrication, but is the true 
feeling and actual sentiments aroused in an author by the socialist 

system, the dictatorship of the proletariat, and the laboring people. 

In the course of China's 30 years of socialism, although the “four evils” 
caused 10 years of calamity, fundamentally speaking, our country is 
advancing historically, the lives of the people are better than under the 
old regime, the modern Chinese has no worry about being deprived of an 
education or losing his job, and need not be concerned about going without 
food or clothing, and they fear neither criminal assaults by day nor black- 
hooded bruisers knocking lightly on their doors at night. The river 

water vanishes and it fills with lotus, the green water makes a new pool, 
and the bright sun shines from on high. When there is such beautiful 
socialism in today's world, why can't we “sing” of its "virtues"? Meanwhile 
those who violate their own consciences, ignore the facts, take the 
foreigners’ foot-towel to be a cravat and hang it around their necks, and 
cry loudly that we cannot compare to the revisionist and capitalist, while 
they are not suspected of “singing of virtue,” exhibit behavior that is 
"lacking in virtue.” 


Workers and peasants are all ordinary people, and have historically been 
viewed by the “cultured” landlords and bourgeoisie as the common masses, 
and called “mean persons." The revolution led by Chairman Mao permitted 
the people to stand up and become the masters of China. Literary and 

art workers ought to be “public servants,” so why not praise them? When 
you eat the peasant's grain and wear the worker's clothing, if wielding a 
}-inch pen is not for the purpose of erecting a memorial to the masters 
of the country, pray tell me, where has virtue gone? 


There are also those “soldiers,” those class brothers of ours who fought 
« bloody counterattack in self-defense. Most of them come from the rural 
villages, are plain people, hard-working, brave, good and honest, are 
“willing oxen" to the people and tigers under the hill to our enemies. 
For the sake of the people, when they were 18, 19, or 20-odd years old, 
they used their flesh and blood to break through the enemy's broad mine 
field, and watered the flower of victory with the hot blood of their 
hearts. Why should they not be praised? Why should someone not “descend” 
among them? When you eat bread and complain that "We are too backward,” 
and they throw hand grenades and shout "Direct the fire toward me!", it's 
easy to see that you are more “brilliant” [high bright] than they--= 
living standard that is “high” and a television screen that is “bright,” 
so there is no need to “descend” among them. Isn't that right, honored 
sir? 











For the great leader, Chairman Mao, for the revered Premier Zhou, 

Committee Chairman Zhu, Chen Yi, He Long,... for the worker and peasant 
soldiers of the war, for the workers in education and scientific research, 
for the great enterprise of the four modernizations, loudly “sing” their 
“virtue,” praise their exploits, this is the voice cf the class, the 

demand of the times. Let our literature and art harmonize with the pool 

of blood that Baodiai stepped in, contain the combat spirit of the “4-5” 
warriors, and praise the broad spring landscape of our country with a 
heartful of ardor and sincerity, fighting evil winds and corruption of any 
description. Let our themes, forms, styles, and shapes be more varied than 
in iife itself. Let our works overflow with the smell of mud and oil, 

and sparkle with the light of the bright springtime. Let the springtime 

o. our great country find expression in works of art, and threugh the works, 
ied the people see thousands of slender willows, green on gold and soft 

as silk, and hear the melodious folk songs from the wilderness beyond the 
wall, the hearty laughter of soldiers returning from target practice. In 
this, we are mot blindly singing and dancing to beautify real life, but 
neither can we endorse anyone depicting the fact of China with a pessimistic 
psychology. With regard to those who maliciously attack the socialist 
system out of class bias, let them follow their masters--Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four"--into obscurity in their search for “true socialisn.™ 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


STUDY, MASTERY OF DIALECTICS URGED 


Beijing ZHEXUE YANJIU [PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH] in Chinese No 6, 25 Jun 79 
pp 3-6 


[Article by staff commentator: “Insist on Dialectics, Study Dialectics”] 


[Excerpts] A number of articles on the principles of dialectics have been 
published in succession recently in this publication and other scholarly 
journals. These articles proposed certain problems which merit research 
and certain opinions which call for discussion. From the contents touched 
upon, it is obvious that they mainly surround the central question in 
dialectics which states that contradiction is the uniform law of opposites. 
But it can be expected that, in its further development, this question is 
bound to involve many other laws and realms of knowledge in dialectics. 
This is to say that the work of scientific research in dialectics which 
has not been sufficiently developed in our philosophical circles is from 
now on to become activated. 


Materialietic dialectics is the philosophical foundation of Marxise- 
Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought; it is the basic viewpoint and basic 
method which guide us in knowing the world and changing the world. In 
order to give full play to the function of philosophy in changing the 
#orid, we have always emphasized and paid great attention to the prom- 
tion of study and mastery of dialectics by the broad masses and the ap- 
plication of such dialectics in their actual struggles, and, in doing 
so, we have also secured considerable results. As for the conduct of 
specialized, scientific research in respect to the principles of dia- 
lectics, however, we should admit in this regard that for a very long 
time it has mot actually received the kind of encouragement and respect 
it deserves, with the result that the state of affairs in this area has 
become hardly adapted to our realistic needs. This in turn affects the 
correct prvpagation of dialectics and its study and application. 


Today, people have come to feel very deeply that we are faced with a seri- 
ous task to restore dialectics to its original outlook. Dialectics has 
been twisted and abused by Lin Biao and the “gang of four." They played 
the tricks of those traitorous merchants who substituted sham products 





for the real merchandise and falsehood for ‘ve truth. They dressed up 
metaphysics of a sophistic kind as diale |, and slandered genuine 
dialectics as eclecticism and sophistry. if we are to clear away confu- 
sion and rectify disorder in this regard, it won't do to simply declare 
that “metaphysics is running rampant today.” In order to restore dia- 
lectics to its original outlook, we must conduct profound, systematic 
research work. 


Today, people have come to feel even more deeply the importance of pon- 
dering the question of methodology. When we study the large number of 
problems on the various fronts which appear because of our adaptation to 
the shift of the center of the whole party's work, we are bound ulti- 
mately to face the question of methodology or, in other words, the ques- 
tion concerning the laws and realms of knowledge of dialectics. For ex- 
ample, “one divides into two,” mutual transformation, compatibility and 
contradiction, relativity and absoluteness, commonality and individuality, 
balance and imbalance: these are 3il pertinent concerns in this regard. 
Here, too, the solution cannot simply come from declaring that “we must 
look at problems dialectically."” For the sake of correct application, it 
is first of all necessary to have correct understanding and to conduct 
serious study. 


In our discussion of practice as the sole criterion for testing truth 
last year, we have once again stressed the basic principle of cognition 
im dialectical materialism: theory comes from practice and it must again 
return to practice so as to accept the test of practice and also develop 
forward along with the development of practice. If theory does not de- 
velop forward along with the development of practice, it will not be able 
to feed back its guiding function to practice. Therefore, to adapt to 
the demand of realistic development, to sum up the experiences of practice 
im the various new realms of our social life, and thereby to actively en- 
gage in the study of philosophical principles is an urgent task which 
lies before our philosophical workers. 


However, there is no lack of ideological obstacles ahead in our attempt 
to develop such research work. 


For a very iong time, the study of philosophical principles and of the 
various realms of philosophy itself has often been the object of criticism 
and blame such as insulation for reality, moving from one abstract concept 
to another, etc. Specialized and cystematic study has even been placed 

in direct opposition to “the liberation of philosophy.” As a result, the 
necessity of specialized study actually became negated. Such erroneous 
thinking was pushed to the extreme by Lin Biao and the “gang of four.” 
Just as they wished to skip the study of basic theories in naturai sci- 
ence, so they wished also to skip research work in philosophy itself. 


The theory of cognition in dialectical materialism tells us: it is a 
necessary stage in the complete process of cognition to process the 
sensual data originating from practice so as to turn them into a system 
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of concepts and theories. The mental activity which unfolds during this 
Stage, in contrast to the sensual cognition stage, has the characteristic 
of being indirect and abstract. In the case of philosophy in particular, 
it is, as the summation of the various branches of social science and 
natural science as a whole, also a further generalization of the knowledge 
of human cognition in respect to the many concrete achievements and con- 
crete regularities. It may be said to be also a generalization at the 
highest level that sierves to yield the most common concepts and realms of 
knowledge and therefore it also possesses a higher degree of indirectness 
and abstractness. It is (evidence of) an idealist viewpoint to isolate 
this stage in the process of cognition and single it out and thereby deny 
its dependence on practice, taking as a result cognition as an automatic 
organization of one group of abstract concepts with another, as a self- 
promoting process and a self-developing activity. We are opposed to such 
an idealist viewpoint, although we are not opposed to the study of the 
relationship between one concept and another in their processes of mutual 
causation and mutual transformation. If we indiscriminately negate all 
research in respect to concepts and realms of abstract knowledge, then this 
would logically lead to the ultimate negation of philosophy itself (as a 
legitimate discipline). 


One result of looking upon the study of our thinking patterns and logical 
categories lightly is to turn dialectics into what Lenin had described as 
"a summary of practical examples" and not take it as the rule of cognition. 
To do this is often liable to cause a non-dialectical understanding of 

the principles of dialectics: one either reduces (degrades) general cate- 
gories into specific, individual things, or one takes specific, individual 
things as general categories. In either case, serious consequences will 
result in actual practice. The reason the rampant metaphysics of Lin 

Biao and the "gang of four" was able to prevail in the past few years was 
to a certain extent also because of a successful utilization of such a 
simplified and vulgarized understanding of dialectics. From practical re- 
sults, it is obvious that looking upon the study of the principles of 
dialectics lightly or even negating it works precisely against our inter- 
est in helping the masses correctly master this spiritual weapon and is 
harmful to our revolutionary practice. 


There is still another erroneous viewpoint against the systematization of 
theories in connection with the above-mentioned prejudice, which takes 
all efforts to study che interrelationship between the various principles 
and realms of abstract knowledge as treading the beaten track of the old 
phil>sophical system. Pecvle have obviously misunderstood Marx's and 
Engel's criticism of the old German philosophical system, thinking that 
every (philosophical) system must be idealist and metaphysical and that 
the Marxist philosophy should perhaps not have any system of its own. 

Out of their anti-revolutionary intent, Lin Biao and the "gang of four" 
especially madly opposed the system of the Marxist philosophy, because 
this facilitated their scheme of undercutting and twisting the principles 
of dialectics at wili with their utilitarian methodology. Lin Biao did 
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his best in propagating that there were but those few items about dia- 
lectics which, once committed to one's memory, could be “lively applied” 
at will. From his point of view, these principles (of dialectics) were 
all isolated from each other and there were no internal connections be- 
tween them. And in reality, what he called principles were bit some siz- 
ple propositions which had by no means been postulated or developed prop- 
erly. Consequently, what he called dialectics became a composite dish of 
some dried-up, tasteless propositions from which people might select ac- 
cording to their own appetites. This naturally constituted a great dis- 
tortion of scientific dialectics. 


There is still another serious obstacle in our thinking, which is to place 
the study of the principles of dialectics in opposition to the insistence 
on Marxism, as if those principles no longer needed any study, nor did 
such study seem permissible. To study, under such circumstances, would 
seem to imply nothing but doubt, wavering, or negation. This is a view- 
point representutive of a stultification of our thinking. It was once 
more Lin Biao and the “gang of four" who developed such a viewpoint to 

the extreme. Their so-called “summit” theory and the like constituted 
name)y the summit of this kind of views. According to them, even “under- 
standing” would be no longer necessary, let alone study! 


Comrade Mao Zedong said in one of his talks: "Concerning dialectics, 
Lenin once said: ‘It is possible to have dialectics simpiy defined as a 
theory concerning the unity of opposites. This would enable us to grasp 
the heart of dialectics, but this requires interpretation and development. 
Interpretation and development namely constitute our tasks. It is neces- 
sary to interpret, and we have so far interpreted too little. It is also 
necessary to develop; since we have abundant experiences in revolution, 

we should develop this theory.” This shows that, according to Comrade 
Mao Zedong’s opinion, there is need to study the principles of dialectics, 
because, in order to interpret and develop it, it simply won't do without 
hard research. The need to develop it also implies that there will be 

not only amendment and enrichment, but there will be also revision and 
discarding. Otherwise, the only thing one can do would be to repeat what~ 
ever already exists simplistically and mechanically. 


From the stultified point of view, whatever there is and whatever already 
exists must all be perfectly good and perfectly beautiful and can no 
longer be touched again. If anyone should point out the need tc study 
certain problems on the basis of new experiences of practice and new 
scientific data, or propose certain exploratory opinions, he would be 
committing the great crime of blasphemy or at least become suspect as to 
whether or not he still insists on his basic principles. This kind of 
viewpoint is actually a distortion of the slogan as to how we must insist 
on our basic principles. We should understand that what we should insist 
on has to be something developing itself. To insist is not the same as 
to maintain its present condition. The insistence that suggests only 
maintaining the present condition of a thing is but a substitute for 
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preservation or conservation. Genuine insistence on the principles of 
dialectics means that we must summarize our experiences in practice and 
develop them on the basis of new data. This is also to say that we must 
incessantly study them and explore them; otherwise, it would be impos- 
sible for us to distinguish clearly as to what we should really insist 

on. When we come to consider the sham product of Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four" in terms of their “dialectics” that still has some remnant poison 
and influence among us today, such an undertaking to study and to distin- 
guish what we should and should not insist on becomes even more necessary. 
If the situation remains to be one in which the false is not differentiated 
from the true, who knows what you want to insist on? 


Of course, since it is a question of study, it is inevitable that in the 
process of our exploration and discussion, this or that kind of error will 
occur. Some views are bound to become either overstated or understated. 
This is nothing to wonder about because cognition cannot be accomplished 
in one stroke. If anybody requires that in this process of study we must 
achieve the perfection of uttering a sentence only in the most comprehen- 
sive fashion or a word only when it happens to be strictly pertinent, then 
that would be tantamount to not doing any study at all. For those whose 
thinking has become stultified, perhaps it is the safest thing to do sim 
ply to recite repeatedly some empty phrases and sentences, but that would 
be itself an even greater error because it avoids the needs of reality 

and hence hinders the solution of realistic problems and chokes the de- 
velopment of science. Such kind of “insistence,” in the final analysis, 
constitutes but an attempt to maintain one's own vested interest; it 
resembles but actually differs from genuine insistence on Marxisn. 


At the end of his “Filbach and the Conclusion of German Classic Philosophy” 
Engels wrote the following passage: “The interest with which the Germans 
love theory today remains alive only in the ranks of the working class and 
suffers no decline there. In these circles, no means can be applied to 
extinguish it. In these circles, there is thought of obtaining a higher 
»fticial position or getting rich, or any urge to expect a superior to 
grant a special favor or protection. On the contrary, the more science 
asserts itself bravely and firmly, the more it accords with the interest 
and wish of the workers." Naturally, our time has become fundamentally 
different from the time Engels spoke of; but the c.urage (to love) theory 
is needed in any period of time. In order to insist on dialectics in the 
course of its development and in order to give it full play in a more 
satisfying way in our practice, let us proceed cc ‘rageously to conduct 

our research and exploration! 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


SICHUAN PROVINCE TO RESTRUCTURE INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 22 Sep 79 p 1 


[Report by correspondent Li Weizhong [2621 4850 6850]: "Conference of 
Education Bureau of Chiefs of Municipalities, Prefectures and Autonomous 
Prefectures in Sichuan Province Discusses Truth Criterion Question, Points 
Out That Ultraleftist Line's Pernicious Influence in Universal Education 
Should Continue To Be Removed, Thus Restoring and Developing 17 Years of 
Experience in Effectively Running Schools"] 


[Text] Recently the comrades attending a conference of chiefs of education 
(culture and education) bureaus of municipalities, prefectures and auto- 
nomous prefectures in Sichuan Province, employing the basic principle that 
reality is the sole criterion for testing truth, summed up both positive 
and negative experiences in educational work. They studied the universal 
education front in the national economy's 3-year readjustment period, and 
discussed how to further liberate thinking, distinguish right from wrong, 
and make educational work satisfy even better the requirements of the 

four modernizations. 





Launching a discussion of the truth criterion question is fundamental for 
ideology and organization. In their study and discussion, the comrades 
upheld the concept that reality is the sole criterion for testing truth, 
and made a preliminary summation of educational work in middle and lower 
schools since the founding of the state. They unanimously held that, 

in the 17 years before the Great Cultural Revolution, the great number 

of middle and lower schocls had, basically, implemented thoroughly the 
party's educational policy and had chalked up major achievements. During 
the Great Cultural Revolution, Lin Biao and the “gang of four” had 
wrecked education, disastrously damaging the party's educational policy. 
In the recent 3 years, the ultraleftist line of Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four” has been criticized and order has been brought out of chaos, so that 
there has been a development of educational work. Summing up, everybody 
agreed that on the educational front the policy of "readjustment, 
restructuring, consolidation and improvement” should be thoroughly 
implemented, that the pernicious influence and effects of the ultraleftist 
line should continue to be removed, that the party's educational policy 
should be completely and thoroughly implemented, and that the 17-year 
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experience in effectively running schools should be restored and developed. 
Also, there should be continual study of new conditions and continual 
solution of new problems, so that educational work can be even more 
greatly enhanced and developed. 


When summing up the experiences and lessons, the comrades attending the 
conference paid attention to seeking truth from facts proceeding from actual 
conditions, and distinguishing right from wrong. Taking Jiangjing Prefecture 
as an example: in the early period after the founding of the state, it had 
only 45 intermediate-level schools. By 1965 it had 424, among them 110 full- 
time regular middle schools whose students accounted for 55.7 percent of the 
total number of intermediate-level school students in the prefecture. In 

the 286 part-work part-study agricultural middle schools, the students 
accounted for 34.3 percent of the total; in the 28 intermediate-level 
vocational schools and intermediate and elementary technical schools, the 
students accounted for 10 percent of the total. The structural arrange- 

ment of intermediate education was relatively rational. 


During the Great Cultural Revolution, Lin Biao and the “gang of four” pro- 
moted the ultraleftist line, and the “two kinds of education system" was 
slandered as “revisionism” and criticized. Many agricultural middle 
schools and technical schools were chopped off. Last year, in the entire 
prefecture there remained only 3 agricultural middle schools and 16 inter- 
mediate-level vocational schools. Full-time regular middle schools had 
grown in number to 742, and their students accounted for 98.3 percent 

of the total number of students in the prefecture's intermediate~-level 
schools. This kind of single-structured intermediate-level education is 
very unsuited to the multisided requirements of the four modernizations. 
Everybody agreed that the changing situation in Jiangjing Prefecture's 
intermediate education was typical. Reality has proved that the “two kinds 
of education system" is correct and its reputation should be restored. The 
Sichuan Provincial Education Bureau, on the basis of concentrating the 
essence of everyone's opinions, studied and made dispositions for the 

work of reforming the structure of intermediate education throughout the 
province. It stressed proceeding from actual conditions, suiting measures 
to local conditions, making a positive recovery, and starting up agricul- 
tural middle schools and every kind of vocational school. After the 
conference, it organized an investigation team to carry out a model 
investigation of all questions pertaining to a well-run agricultural 
middle school. 


Before the Great Cultural Revolution, in each rural people's commune in 
Sichuan Province, there was generally a central elementary school which 
was responsible for guiding the educational work of each brigade's 
elementary school. In their discussions, everyone at the conference 
agreed that this was an effective and important measure in getting a 
good hold on rural elementary education. During the Great Cultural 
Revolution, the commune’s central elementary school was let off the hook 
as far as the elementary schools in the brigades were concerned, and was 
not made responsible for this guidance. In many communes, the central 














elementary school became the commune'’s single middle school, and this was 
completely disadvantegeous to the improvement in quality of rural 
elementary school teaching. Basing itself on everybody's opinions, the 
provincial education bureau decided that, while strengthening the persons 
qualified to teach and the leadership force in those communes that have 
only elementary schools, in those commures in which ihe central elementary 
school has been turned into a middle school, it will select a brigade 
elementary school, where conditions are relatively good and which is well 
situated. A relatively strong teaching staff and leadership force will 
be provided to this brigade elementary school, and it will be given the 
task of providing guidance to the elementary school in each brigade. 


This kind of link with reality, summation of experiences and lessons, 

and discussion of the truth criterion question caused everybody to become 
more clear about the task of the universal education front in the national 
economy's 3-year readjustment period. Many comrades said that we should 
uphold what the test of reality has shown to be correct and discard what 
it has proven incorrect. Only in opposition to an ideological line can 
we further liberate thinking, distinguish right from wrong, raise ovr 
confidence, and overcome difficulties, thus making educational work even 
more suited to the requirements of the four modernizations. 
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